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Vision
As the peak body for soils and soil science, Soil Science Australia must educate, advocate and advise,
at all levels, in the interest of Australian prosperity ensuring that:

“Our soils are valued and protected by all, so that current and future
generations of Australians can thrive”

Mission
Our mission is to promote the importance of soil in the Australian environment, build a strong and
collaborative soil science community, influence policy and development, as well as advance the
professional capability of our members.
We will achieve this by:







Communicating and advocating for the importance of soil with key stakeholders
Developing and supporting professional standards of practise in soil science
Enhancing expertise and providing professional development services accessible to all
Supporting educational opportunities for young Australians through the development of soil
science activities and teaching material for incorporation in the Australian curriculum
Recognising excellence in soil science within our membership base and in the wider
community
Providing value to our members and ensuring our long term sustainability.

Soil Science Australia is incorporated in the Australian Capital Territory and is registered with the
Australian Taxation Office for Goods and Services Tax and registered with the Australian Charities
and Not for Profits Commission (ACNC).

The year at a glance


Soil Science Australia had 835 members in 2017:
o 609 Ordinary members
o 150 Students
o 57 Retired Members
o 16 Honorary Life Members



134 members were accredited as Certified Professional Soil Scientists



Two members were appointed as new Honorary Life Members and national awards were
presented to four members



28 percent of members participated in a membership survey which will help shape the
future of Soil Science Australia



The 2017 Soil Judging competition was the biggest to date, with 12 teams, 55 competitors
and nine coaches. The competition took place over three days in Toowoomba, Queensland



The Queensland branch organised Dig it!, Soil Science Australia’s participation in The
World Science Festival held in Brisbane on 25 and 26 March



The Art in Soil Let’s get dirty exhibition opened on 14 December, involving six artists who,
over a six-month period, created artworks inspired by soil



The Victorian branch launched the children’s book Exploring soils: a hidden world
underground by Soil Science Australia member Sam Grover



A Memorandum of Understanding was sighed with the University of New England to
deliver soils in Schools educational materials to NSW schools



A Strategic Advisory Committee was established to provide strategic advice to the
President and help shape the future direction for Soil Science Australia



Federal Council endorsed the establishment of a Training Committee which will oversee
the creation of a national resource of training material



Five members served as chairs or vice chairs on International Union of Soil Sciences
Commissions and five members served on Standards Australia committees



Work commenced on the development of a new website and membership platform
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About us
The Australian Society of Soil Science Incorporated, known as Soil Science Australia is a not-forprofit, professional association for soil scientists and people interested in the responsible
management of Australia’s soil resources.
Soil Science Australia supports soil scientists and promotes the importance of soil as a finite
resource. Some members are students, some are at the start of their careers, while others are highly
regarded experts within Australia and internationally.
Soil Science Australia has seven branches and is governed by an elected Federal Council. Each branch
has its own committee responsible for organising local educational, professional development and
networking events.
Soil Science Australia provides accreditation for suitably qualified members as Certified Professional
Soil Scientists (CPSS).
Soil Science Australia is a member of the International Union of Soil Sciences.
The Hon Penelope “Penny“ Wensley, AC, serves as our patron.
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Our people
Federal Executive
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Executive Officer

Associate Professor John McLean Bennett CPSS
Dr Luke Mosley CPSS
Dan Brough
Dr Zoe Read (to 30 Sept 2017)
Dr Ashlea Doolette (from 1 Oct 2017)
Rosie Burn

Federal Council
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Executive Officer
Branch Presidents
NSW
Queensland
Victoria
Tasmania
Riverina
South Australia
Western Australia
CPSS Board Chair
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Associate Professor John McLean Bennett CPSS
Dr Luke Mosley CPSS
Dan Brough
Dr Zoe Read (to 30 Sept 2017)
Dr Ashlea Doolette (from 1 Oct 2017)
Rosie Burn
Dr Peter Bacon CPSS
Mark Crawford CPSS (to August 18)
Dr Silvana Santomartino CPSS (from August 18)
Dr Vanessa Wong CPSS
Dr John Paul Cumming CPSS
Sam North
James Hall
Dr Deb Pritchard (to 19 October)
Chris Gazey (from 19 October)
Professor Michael McLaughlin CPSS

CPSS Accreditation Board
Professor Michael McLaughlin CPSS (Chair)
Dr Kirsten Barlow CPSS (Deputy Chair)
Dr Louise Cartwright CPSS
Dr Melissa Salt CPSS
Dr Kirsten Barlow CPSS
Dr Peter Bacon CPSS
Dr Andrew Biggs CPSS
Dr JP Cumming CPSS
Associate Professor John McLean Bennett CPSS

Strategic Advisory Committee
Associate Professor John McLean Bennett CPSS (Chair)
Professor Alex McBratney CPSS
Professor Lyn Abbott
Professor Michael McLaughlin CPSS
Professor Neal Menzies CPSS
Prof Steven Raine CPSS
The Hon Penny Wensley AO
Patron
Dr Penny Wensley AC
Public Officer
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Dr Richard Greene

Soil Science Australia members serving on internal committees
Finance and Risk Management
Chair:

Dr Zoe Read (to 30 Sept 2017)
Dr Ashlea Doolette (from 1 Oct 2017)
Associate Professor John McLean Bennett CPSS
Simon Leake CPSS
Rosie Burn

Calendar Committee
Chair

Tim Overheu CPSS
Noel Schoknecht
Aaditi Dang
Rosie Burn

National Soil Judging Competition Committee
Jim Payne
Luke Finn
Mark Crawford CPSS
Dr Andrew Biggs CPSS
Stuart Irvine-Brown
Associate Professor John McLean Bennett CPSS
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Art in Soil Working Group
Chair

Associate Professor John McLean Bennett CPSS
Dr Renata Buziak
Kathryn Brimblecombe-Fox
Kelly Bryant
Dr Erik Griswold
Carol Schwarzman
Dr Victoria Cooper
Simon Mee

National Committee for Soil Education
Executive Committeer Dr Gillian Kopittke CPSS (Chair)
Kelly Bryant
Mary Rowland
Dr Yash Dang CPSS
Associate Professor John McLean Bennett CPSS
Committee Members
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Dr Richard Doyle CPSS Tasmanian representative
Kristie Williams Queensland representative
Deb Pritchard / Keith Lindbeck WA representatives
Jason Condon Riverina representative
Sjaan Davey / Erinne Stirling SA representatives
Roy Lawrie NSW representative
Dr Vanessa Wong CPSS Victorian representative
Alisa Bryce CPSS

Soil Science Australia members serving on the International Union of Soil Science
Committee on Presidential Elections
Emeritus Professor Roger Swift
Commission 1: Soils and the Environment
Vice Chair: Dr Ian Hollingsworth CPSS
Commission 4: Soil Mineralogy
Chair: Professor Balwant Singh
Commission 4: Soil Education and Public Awareness
Chair: Associate Professor Damien Field CPSS
Commission 5: Pedometrics
Chair: Professor Budiman Minasny
Commission 5: History, Philosophy and Sociology of Soil Science
Vice Chair: Dr Richard Doyle CPSS

Soil Science Australia Representation on Standards Australia Committees
N.B. Members names are withheld as a requirement of Standards Australia.
Standards Australia representative on the International Organisation for Standards Technical
Committee 190 Soil Quality
Standards Australia Committee WS-039 Sludge recovery, recycling, treatment and disposal
Standards Australia 4419 Review Committee Soils for landscaping and garden use
Standards Australia Technical Committee BD-107-AS 5181 Turf as an erosion and sediment control
Standards Australia Committee AS4439 Analysis of Solid Waste
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Soil Science Australia Fellows
2014

Dr Pichu Rengasamy CPSS

2015

Professor Alex McBratney CPSS
Professor Deli Chen CPSS

2016

Emeritus Professor Lyn Abbott
Professor Steven Raine CPSS
Professor Neal Menzies CPSS

2017

Professor Michael McLaughlin CPSS
Professor Balwant Singh CPSS

Honorary Life Members
Peter Charman
Dr Pat Walker
Professor Neville Collis-George
Professor Robert Gilkes
Professor Graham Aylmore
Professor Jim Quirk
Max Churchward
Emeritus Professor Robert White CPSS
Dr Robert Van de Graaff CPSS
Jim Rowan
Dr Nicholas Uren
Dr Stan Waring
Dr John Standley OAM
Emeritus Professor Calvin Rose
Robin Bruce
Bernard Powell CPSS
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New South Wales
New South Wales
New South Wales
Western Australia
Western Australia
Western Australia
Western Australia
Victoria
Victoria
Victoria
Victoria
Queensland
Queensland
Queensland
Queensland
Queensland

Federal President’s Report
It has been an extremely busy year for Soil Science Australia
(SSA) with 2017 seeing a complete change in the Federal
Executive. We have taken the opportunity to focus on
assessing and revitalising the organisational strategy, finances,
and operation. We sincerely hope that 2017 will be the
catalyst for a more active and influential SSA.
We are, and always will be a membership organisation, which
means that we rely heavily on volunteer contributions. Not to
anyone’s surprise, but definitely to our pleasure and with the
greatest of appreciation, volunteer contributions have been tremendous again in 2017. We will
continue to need all hands on deck as the strategy and various projects unfold.
Sincere thanks are due to all members who have contributed to the running of SSA in any way, from
simply supporting and discussing us publically, through to the running of significant projects. In
particular, I must mention:


Federal Council and Federal Executive: we thank Dr Zoe Read for her contribution as Federal
Treasurer and for her candour in seeking to resign due to unforeseen time commitments. Her
desire to see the Executive function smoothly with the time commitment required is admirable



Branch committee members and people who have volunteered in any capacity and made
branch events vibrant and well received.



The CPSS Board and assessors, Geoff Kew and David Nash.



The 2018 Conference Committee. Dr Peter Bacon is leading a very passionate group who will
no doubt deliver another successful conference in 2018.



The 2017 Soil Judging Committee who rose to the occasion and delivered a new benchmark for
soil judging competitions in Australia: Luke Finn, Jim Payne, Mark Crawford Stuart IrvineBrown and Dr Andrew Biggs were outstanding in leading and driving the working group.



Our national committee members: the Awards Committees; Soils in Schools led by Gillian
Kopittke; and the Calendar Committee (Tim Overheu, Aaditi Dang, Noel Schoknecht, Rosie
Burn).



Our Executive Officer, Rosie Burn, and CPSS Administrator, Cam Grant, who have gone above
and beyond the roles they fulfil. Without them we would not be running at the pace and
influence we currently are.



Noel Schoknecht for his role as editor of Profile in 2017.

And, once again, thanks to everyone who has volunteered in some way.
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National strategy and Strategic Advisory Committee
With a completely new incoming Federal Executive we met with the 2016 strategic planning group in
Queenstown New Zealand during the 2016 Conference to discuss where we had come from and where
we needed to go. At this meeting it was decided to completely overhaul the short-term strategic
document to provide a longer-term vision and associated strategic direction. The short-term strategic
activities were also put in place at this meeting to see us through to release of our new strategic
document.
I formed the Strategic Advisory Committee in 2017 to provide advice to myself as President and to help
shape the direction for SSA. This committee was selected from our recently appointed Fellows, as this
is a fitting role for a Fellow to play – refer to page 8 for membership. The committee reviewed the
documents throughout the year and had one structured meeting in October. The view is that the
committee will meet twice per year.
In early December we released our new strategic plan which details our vision, mission, major
objectives and broad strategic activities for meeting these objectives. The document is designed to be
brief and for release to public. We will continue to work on financial, media and communication
strategies which will provide the more detailed internal strategy for delivering against the strategic
objectives, providing SSA with member benefits, security, influence and impact into the future. These
will be released in 2018.

Membership survey
As part of strategy we sought to understand what the membership wished SSA to be doing, and how it
had historically served the membership; what was working well, what could be improved and what
was missing. I thank all members who completed this, representing 28 percent of SSA members. The
report will be released to members in early 2018. Key points for improvement detailed by a significant
number of respondents included:


Improving access to branch activities and member benefits for those in regional areas;



Greater provision of, and access to professional development opportunities;



Engaging more strongly in the policy and advocacy space;



Actively broadening the role of what a soil scientist is (more than academic) and



Actively broadening the concept of soil importance beyond the use for production agriculture.

Encouragingly, the majority of these points speak to issues that were picked up in the strategic
planning phase. We look forward to implementing changes and projects that will serve to address
these areas for improvement.

Corporate membership
In preparing for the financial strategy, it was identified that if SSA wishes to become more influential
and run projects of national significance that serve members and the general public, then there is
requirement to generate the revenue to support this. This can’t be done simply on the basis of
membership under our current structure. While we will detail numerous avenues of revenue
generation (security in diverse revenue streams) in the financial strategy, a key component will be
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corporate membership. For this reason we are taking steps to provide value to our existing members,
but also serve to provide value to corporate stakeholders in soils and soil science. These include a
digital community of learning and mentoring and greater professional development and training
services.

Website and membership platform
The redevelopment of our website is pivotal for a number of initiatives in the pipeline including the
establishment of an online community designed to facilitate mentoring, webinars and professional
development. As a second phase of the process we will also be moving to a more streamlined
membership platform. We have finalised an agreement with Hunted Hive to develop these platforms,
after a competitive tender process. 2018 will see the roll out of all of these, and we will keep you
posted as releases approach.

Training committee
Training and professional development are clearly of interest to many members and it is clear the
possibilities are endless, in terms of both what might be available to members and also what we could
offer external parties. Work is underway to create a national resource of training material (much
already existing) and to formalise and better coordinate branch training activities. Importantly, training
has the potential to generate funds to support other branch projects.
To help guide this, Federal Council endorsed the establishment of a Training Committee which will be
responsible for developing a business plan and will ultimately transition to a Training Board. This
committee will oversee the creation of the training material resource and will help to formalise and
coordinate branch training activities. Associate Professor Damien Field has agreed to act as the interim
chair, which is fitting given his involvement in the Australian Soil Network and the IUSS Commission of
Education and Communication.
The Training Committee will work closely with Working Group 6 of the Australian Soils Network to
formulate national educational and professional development curricula and guidelines. This is a
significant activity for SSA to be involved with and is a pivotal role for us in developing a track record of
policy influence and impact.

Positioning papers and organisational publications
As an organisation we need to have a clear position on key issues and to be communicating directly to
politicians and other key stakeholders. I have asked the Branch Presidents to assist in identifying
potential key issues and authors as a starting point. Soil Science Australia has many members who are
capable of producing position papers for public release and I would also encourage you to
communicate with your Branch President or myself if you would like to be involved in identifying issues
or drafting positioning papers. We will establish an appropriate review process for papers and, once
approved by Federal Council, these will be forwarded directly to key people and made available more
widely via our website. Having this material is a first step in contributing to the political debate and in
the longer term, I see this as being part of the process whereby Soil Science Australia is able to have a
far greater impact in the industry, public and political domains.
Prof Lyn Abbott and I made commitment to provide a SSA contribution through publication on soil
health within The Australian Farmer (page 90), which is an online resource and freely available.
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Annual soil judging competition
In 2017 we made the commitment to ensure that the soil judging competition became an annual
competition to drive learning activities for soil science students, and to provide valuable face-to-face
networking for our future soil scientists. This year the National Soil Judging Competition was held in
Queensland and the leaders, Luke Finn and Jim Payne have done an excellent job along with their
working group and many volunteers. The event was a tremendous success with national radio and
print media coverage.
Importantly, the 2017 Annual Soil Judging Competition has set a new precedent for the competition to
be cost neutral. The challenge was set for the Queensland Branch to raise sufficient sponsorship to
cover all costs of the competition, and to document both the budgetary and logistical planning. I am
extremely proud to say that our members worked extremely hard and ensured that the Federal
Council funds were not needed. This is important as the competition has been running on World
Congress of Soil Science surplus, which is not sustainable. Freeing up these funds also facilitates
greater longevity of supporting students to conferences and other capacity building activities.
The checklist for preparation and identification of potential long-term sponsors will become a living
document and serve to drive this valuable capacity building event.

Statement of purpose and rules
And finally, at the 2017 AGM members endorsed the proposal to update our Statement of Purposes
and Rules. The initial impetus was to assist us in applying for Deductible Gift Recipient status. If we are
successful, donations will be tax deductible and we will be able to apply for funding from a number of
trusts and foundations which require DGR status. Federal Council also saw this as an opportunity to
refresh the Rules, which contained a number of typographical errors and inconsistencies and there
were areas that did not reflect contemporary practise.
Thanks again to everyone who has contributed to making 2017 a productive year.

Associate Professor John McLean Bennett CPSS
Federal President, Soil Science Australia
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Treasurer’s Report
Dr Ashlea Doolette
Overall, the finances for Soil Science Australia remain in a
reasonable financial position despite losses occurring in 2016 and
2017. There are a number of issues affecting the 2016/2017
financial year results.

Income


Federal Council supported the decision to reduce CPSS
subscriptions in 2016 and to waive the application fee for
new members. This resulted in a number of new members
applying for CPSS, however there was a backlog of applications in the latter part of 2016 which
impacted on the 2016/2017 results as costs were incurred in new application assessments
which were not matched by application fees.



Subscription fees were not increased for 2017. During this period the cost of servicing
membership exceeded income from membership, contributing to the deficit.



Bank interest – ongoing low interest rates continue to affect our income.



Conferences provide an important source of income for Soil Science Australia. There was no
profit share arrangement with the New Zealand Soil Science Society for the 2016 conference
and as a result we will have a four year period without conference income.

Expenditure
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The transfer of the CPSS program to an appointed CPSS administrator resulted in increased
costs for the period August – December 2016. From January 2017 the Executive Officer
contract was reduced to reflect the appointment of the CPSS administrator. It is important to
note that the funds provided for the CPSS program in 2016 are recognised as a loan and the
CPSS program is now effectively ‘repaying’ funds to Soil Science Australia.



There were one-off costs associated with the recruitment of the new Executive Officer.



Approximately $18,000 has been made in pre-payments for the 2018 and 2020 national
conferences which have not been offset by income from the 2016 conference.



Branch levy – Federal Council again supported the decision to pay the branch levy only to
branches with less than $20,000 in recognition of the administrative support and services
provided by the Federal Office. This is intended as a short term measure while new income
sources are introduced.



Federal Council endorsed the contracting of bookkeeping support earlier this year.

Federal Council is implementing a number of measures to contain costs and increase income,
including the move to Office 365 which provides cheaper teleconferencing; applying for Deductible
Gift Recipient status which, if successful is likely to provide greater incentive for external support to
Soils in Schools and other projects; a modest increase in subscription fees; the introduction of new
membership categories; and a greater focus on training as both a membership benefit and income
source.
It is also noteworthy that with recent interest, $53,550 currently remains from the World Congress
fund which must be expended by 2020. Federal Council has committed $16,000 of this towards
sending a Soil Judging team and to support two members to attend the 2018 World Congress, and
will provide additional support for students to attend the 2018 National Conference.
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Certified Professional Soil Scientist (CPSS)
Board Chair Report
Professor Michael McLaughlin CPSS
The CPSS board had another busy year and welcomed new
members: Dr Andrew Biggs and Dr JP Cumming. We value the work
undertaken by the CPSS Administrator, Dr Cam Grant CPSS, plus the
Application Assessment Team Leader, Dr David Nash CPSS, and the
OPD diary assessor, Dr Geoff Kew CPSSS, all of whom contribute
well beyond their remuneration. The Board met once in Adelaide
during April (see photo) and held numerous teleconferences to
keep up the growing momentum on various initiatives.
The number of CPSS accredited members grew to 135 during 2017
and the board will continue to promote accreditation using various
strategies, including direct approaches from board members, presentations to industry groups by the
assessment team, and reports from new members on the value of CPSS in professional activities.

The CPSS Board meeting in April at the Soil Science Australia ‘office’ in Adelaide

Australian Examinations and Procedures Committee (AEPC)
The AEPC sets up and runs the national Fundamental Soil Science Examination each year. In 2017, its
membership consisted of Dr Cam Grant (Chair), A/Prof Damien Field (Deputy Chair), A/Prof Chris
Guppy, Dr Cassie Schefe, Mr John Grant, Dr Anna Sheldon, and Dr Dawn Gibas (SSSA). A big task of the
19

AEPC this year was to review and update the Performance Objectives (POs) for Soil Science
Professionals in Australia. The POs were then used to review the examination and to generate more
new questions. The exam was produced and offered across Australia on World Soils Day (Dec 5 2017).
Results have been couriered to the Soil Science Society of America, where they will be graded and
analysed in early 2018. Thanks to Dr Cam Grant, who is stepping down as chair of the AEPC after five
years’ service; we welcome the incoming chair, A/Prof Damien Field, who will take over as chair from
2018.

CPSS-CSAM
Thanks to all members of the CSAM Competency Assessment Panel (CAP): Dr Christian Wallis, Dr
Mark Stuckey, Mr Phil Mulvey, Dr M Salt, Dr L Cartwright (new). The workload for this CAP is
significant and we need to grow its membership so that members are not overwhelmed with
assessments, which are all done on a volunteer basis. The CAP worked to promote CSAM across
Australia within EPAs – successful in NSW but stalled in other states due to merger of CRC-CARE-CS
scheme under the umbrella of the EIANZ-CEnvP-SC scheme. Discussions are ongoing to determine
potential for co-existence of CSAM and CEnvP-SC or merger; a decision is likely in 2018. We
encourage appropriate CPSS members to apply for CSAM accreditation so this specialist accreditation
can be maintained in new environment. There is currently one application in assessment and two
pending.

OPD diary
The triennial OPD diary is working well with positive feedback from members on improvements to
the format. Our initiative to get a streamlined online reporting system for OPD activities is on hold
until the new SSA website is up and running, possibly in 2019 because 2018 OPD diaries are already
set up.
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Soils in Schools
Dr Gillian Kopittke CPSS
2017 saw some great achievements, despite the National Soils
Education Committee members being very stretched for time.
The World Science Festival held in Brisbane on 25 and 26
March exceeded our expectations. Thanks to the support
from members we were able to run a series of hands on soils
activities for kids while raising the profile of soil science and
the Soils in Schools Program at this important world forum.
The number of people who came through the stall was a
tremendous acknowledgement of the success of the event,
but even better was the fact that so many children didn’t
want to leave the activities (and in fact were sneaking back for
more soil fun when their parents had dragged them away.
We are hoping to participate again in 2018.

Soil Science Australia’s stall at the 2017 World Science Festival
Workshops for schools around Queensland were run in conjunction with the Hermitage Research
Facility Schools Plant Science Competition as this year the theme of the competition was “the dirt on
soils”. Presentations for teachers were given by Richard Doyle at the Australian Science Teachers
Conference (CONASTA) in Hobart, and by Angus McElnea at the Queensland ConQEST in Brisbane.
These presentations provide an important opportunity to train teachers in how to use the Soil Science
Australia teacher guides which are proving to be a valuable resource.
We now have a Memorandum of Understanding with the University of New England to deliver Soils in
Schools educational materials to local NSW schools and are committed to writing grant applications to
help provide much needed resources for the Soils in Schools program
21

It is with regret that I have decided to step down as Chair of the National Soils Education Committee
after three years in the role. The challenges of raising a young family are such that my time and energy
is needed elsewhere. It has been a very satisfying time and I would like to thank the committee
members who have provided valuable support. I will watch with interest as the Soils in Schools
program continues to flourish.

Children enjoying soil painting at the World Science Festival
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2017 National Soil Judging Competition
This year’s competition was such a success that it warranted its own 32 page issue of Soil Crumbs.
The competition took place over three days in Toowoomba Queensland from 26 to 28 September.
2017 was by the far the biggest competition for Soil Science Australia, with three days, 10 soil pits, 12
teams from Australia and New Zealand’s top universities, 55 competitors and nine coaches. The
motto for the competition was ‘Developing the future’ and everyone who attended would agree that
the next generation of soil scientists was able to develop their soils knowledge, description and
classification skills and networking prowess.
Teams were confronted with some unseasonably hot conditions, with the thermometer on
competition day reaching 38oC and a stiff hot north-westerly wind. Though the students and
organising staff took all of this in their stride and marched on to ensure the event was a success.

2017 Soil Judging teams

Team Competition
First place University of Sydney
Second place Team South Australia - University Adelaide
Third place University of New England)

Individual Competition
First place Camilla Gardiner (Lincoln University)
Second place Karin Azzam (The University of Sydney)
Equal third place– Riquelle Miller (University of Sydney), Josh Nelson (Lincoln University) and James
Choong (University of Queensland)
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World Congress of Soil Science Australian team
The national soil judging competition was used as the selection hurdle for the World Congress of Soil
Science Australian soil judging team. The participants were selected on the basis of their individual
profile judging score, fitting the student criteria of the congress, and with only one participant
allowed per university. The accomplished four attending the Rio congress are:
Ms Karin Azzam
(University of Sydney)
Ms Bethany Sleep
(University of Adelaide)
Mr Stirling Roberton
(University of Southern Queensland)
Mr Hasintha Wijesekara
(University of Newcastle)
Assoc Prof Stephen Cattle will coach the team having coached the overall winning team.

Sponsors
We were extremely grateful for the generous support provided by the Competition Sponsors and
landholders. Without their support this event could not happen and we look forward to working with
them in the future in support of the Australian Soil Judging Competition.
Naming partner
Australian Government Department of Agriculture and Water Resources
Gold
BeneTerra
Silver
ASPAC and Dormer
Bronze
Cotton Research and Development Corporation
The Bloomfield Group
NAB Agribusiness
Nugrow
PSK Environmental,
Umwelt
Prize Sponsors
ACLEP
Manaaki Whenua Landcare Research
Facilities and support
University of Southern Queensland
University of Queensland
Queensland Department of Science, Information Technology and Innovation
Queensland Department of Natural Resources and Mines
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South Australian Branch Report
James Hall, President
2017 was an eventful year for the SA branch, with a committed and
supportive branch committee organising and managing a range of
activities for members, students, industry and the wider community.
The committee included me, Edward Scott (vice-president), Erinne
Stirling (treasurer), Supriya Lath (secretary), John Weber, Murray
Unkovich, Erica Donner, Cameron Grant, Sjaan Davey, Michael
McLaughlin, Divina Navarro, Timothy Cavagnaro, Sean Mason, Ashlea
Doolette, Fien Degryse, Luke Mosley and Brian Hughes. Organisations
represented include the University of Adelaide (with an especially
strong representation), The University of South Australia, CSIRO, the South Australian Research &
Development Institute (SARDI), Primary Industries & Regions South Australia (PIRSA) and the private
sector. We began the year with a lecture in honour of our 2016 Pioneer in Soil Science Dr Maarten
Ryder. It was our great fortune to have Dr Gupta Vadakattu, Principal Research Scientist with CSIRO,
deliver a lecture titled: “Microbes and molecules as magic bullets for plant disease control”. Gupta
highlighted that future control strategies are looking at ‘biological disease control in situ’, involving
harnessing the potential of the indigenous microbiome for disease suppression through specific
management strategies, and noted that 20 years ago that Maarten Ryder was using an ecological
approach to biocontrol efficiency.

Gupta Vadakattu, Maarten Ryder and James Hall at the Maarten Ryder Pioneer in Soil Science Lecture
2016 had been an exceptional year for South Australia soil scientists, with four national award
recipients: Rai Kookana (JA Prescott Medal), Jock Churchman (JK Taylor Gold Medal), Timothy
McLaren (Publication Medal) and Nathan Creeper (CG Stephens PhD Award). A joint national award
presentation event was held in May 2017 where Dr Kookana gave a presentation on “Managing
pesticides in Australian soils”, and Dr Churchman spoke about the book that led to his award,
“Cultivating The Soil Underfoot – the story of a book”.
Many thanks to the great work of our committee member Luke Mosley who led the organisation of
the SA branch presence at the ‘Science Alive!’ event held at the Adelaide Showgrounds. A record
35,000 people attended over two days and while there was also a previewing by school groups the
day before. Activities included an interactive soil microbiology display (thanks Gupta), soil art with
ochre and clay, and a highly interactive ‘augmented reality sandbox’ (which I would highly
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recommend) built by Luke.
volunteers.

Thanks to all committee and general members who assisted as

SA branch volunteers at the ‘Science Alive!’
event
The SA branch supported the students of
‘Team SA’ at the ‘Australian Soil Judging
Competition’ in Toowoomba with $2,500
funding.
The team – comprising Erinne
Stirling, Shan Huang, Ester Toth and Bethany
Sleep – did exceptionally well gaining second
place.
Many thanks to Cam Grant for
managing the team.
An Antarctic-themed event “Antarctica - a
(soil) scientist’s dream - a night at the pub!” was held at a city hotel and was a night of enjoyable
science information. We were fortunate to have three knowledgeable speakers: Briony Ankor
(recipient of the final Jane Gillooly Memorial Award, which has been managed by the SA branch over
number of years) who spoke about her participation in the 2016 Women’s Leadership in Science
Homeward Bound Expedition to Antarctica; Samantha Grover (post-doctoral fellow at La Trobe
University) who has interest in fluxes of C, H2O, energy and nutrients through soil-plant-atmosphere
continuum, and who was also part of the Homeward Bound expedition to Antarctica; and Mark
Stevens (A/Prof at the University of SA, who works in the Terrestrial Invertebrates Section of the SA
Museum) speaking about integrating molecular and systematics to understand biodiversity contrasted
against climate/biome shifts. Sincere thanks to Fien Degryse and John Weber for leading the event
organisation and all those who assisted.
This year the SA branch provided at $200 prize for the best soil-related presentation at the University
of Adelaide, School of Agriculture, Food and Wine, Post-Graduate Symposium. Well done to Christina
Asanopoulos for her presentation on “Carbon storage potential in vegetated coastal sediments and the
impacts of agricultural run-off”. Many thanks to Erinne Stirling for coordinating this and making it
happen.
‘The Adelaide Hills Soil Terroir Event’ was an industry-focussed day exploring the idea of terroir – the
influence of a site’s soil, climate and topography on grape and wine characteristics and distinctiveness
– and opportunities associated with terroir in the wine industry. Two excavated soil characterisation
sites were examined with discussion of soil and vine management led by Murray Leake (Shaw & Smith)
and James Hall. This was followed by an afternoon seminar with presenters Richard Hamilton
(Adelaide Hills Wine), Alex Clarke (Shaw & Smith), Rob Bramley (CSIRO), Joanna Gambetta (Charles
Sturt University), James Hall (Juliet Creek Consulting) and Tim Cavagnaro (University of Adelaide). A
final Q&A Session was hosted by our vice-president Ed Scott. The day could not have been held
without our supporters and sponsors: the SA Branch Committee, APAL, Shaw & Smith, Adelaide Hills
Wine, Juliet Creek Consulting, Peats Soil & Garden Supplies and DJ’s Growers Services. Thanks to all
presenters and the organising committee of Ed Scott, Sean Mason and Mike McLaughlin. Positive
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feedback was received from a number of attendees, while a number of wine industry people who were
unable to expressed interest.

Richard Hamilton (Adelaide Hills Wine) speaking to forum attendees at the Adelaide Hills Soil Terroir
Event.
The penultimate event for the year was our AGM on 7 December. This was followed by the Ken
Wetherby Pioneer in Soil Science Lecture – presented by SA branch committee member Brain Hughes
in honour of Ken’s significant and lasting contribution to soil science. The well-attended talk was
titled: “Classifying calcareous soils, soil survey for horticultural development, understanding and
mapping soil limitations! A short history of Ken’s work across regional SA and further” – and was
followed by a light tea and socialising with old friends and colleagues.
SA branch member and 2017 Pioneer in Soil Science Ken Wetherby in
action
A highlight of the year was the extent of South Australian content in
Soil Crumbs and also in Profile – especially promoting and reporting
upon events. Another highlight was continuing the relationship with
the SA branch of the ‘Ag Institute Australia’, with whom we hope to
hold joint events in the future for the benefit of the members of
both organisations.
In summary: in 2017 we reached a diverse range of people
(including our members!) through our events; we secured significant sponsorship to support our
activities (thanks Sean and Ed); we promoted the Soil Science Australia brand at appropriate events
(e.g. regional field days); closer ties were forged with the ‘Ag Institute’ (e.g. cross-promoting each
other’s events); we forged closer links with industry (e.g. through the Soil Terroir Event); student
education and soil-related experiences were strongly supported (e.g. via support for the SA soil judging
team); and we strongly supported soil outreach in the community (e.g. via the Science Alive! event).
While there is still much to be done to promote soil science and better management and
understanding of soils, we will continue into 2018 with a dedicated and active SA branch committee.
Many thanks to our committee, general branch members who assisted with and supported events, as
well as business and individuals that sponsored or supported us – while special thanks go to my fellow
branch executive members Ed, Erinne and Supriya for their dedication and hard work.
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NSW Branch Report
Dr Peter Bacon CPSS President
It was another busy year for the NSW branch. In February at the
University of New England, Lisa Lobry De Bruyn brought together
a wide array of stakeholders to discuss soil issues and
opportunities in the New England area. We look forward to
reading the papers that were presented at this forum in a special
issue of Soil Use and Management to come out soon.

(Right) Dr Brian Wilson discussing local soil and their limitations at the Armidale Regional meeting
A one-day forum held at the
University of Newcastle featuring
presentations followed by a field
day in the Upper Hunter Valley
visiting rehabilitated mine sites
was on offer in July. Penny
Dunstan provided local support
and access to a mine site.
University staff and Helen Squires
organised university support and
access to a range of sites. Issues
discussed at the forum included land use changes and their impacts on soil productivity, waste
management and mine site rehabilitation. The number and diversity of postgraduate papers presented
was especially encouraging.
At the University of Newcastle
Regional Meeting we were very
fortunate to have access to Rixs Creek
Coal Mine where we could see the
beneficial impacts of active
rehabilitation on soil profile
redevelopment.
In October the Western Sydney
University hosted an event to discuss
some of the research activities being
undertaken in
the
Hawkesbury
Region. Organised by Jason Reynolds,
the day consisted of a series of
presentations including challenging
talks on the impact of climate change on soil biota and the long term impacts of the Yeomans system
of managing and retaining runoff.
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Jason Reynolds of Western
Sydney University discussing
soil health and pasture
performance at the Richmond
Regional Meeting

This year’s Harald Jensen
lecture was given by eminent
soil scientist Pam Hazelton.
Pam presented her lecture at
Western Sydney University in
October.
The New South Wales Branch
provided financial support to
teams from the University of
New England, Southern Cross
University and The University
of Sydney to attend and compete at the National soil judging competition held in Toowoomba, QLD
during September. Teams from Universities from all over Australia competed in the event which was
hosted by the University of Southern Queensland, but the NSW teams were dominant with The
University of Sydney taking the top gong in the team event and the University of New England coming
in at third place. Huge congratulations to all NSW competitors. There is nothing sweeter than beating
Queenslanders on their own pitch!
2018 is set to be another big year which will culminate in the National Soils Conference to be held in
Canberra in November. A number of NSW branch members are involved in the organisation of this
conference.
On world soil day, December 5, the branch held its AGM. This was hosted by the University of Sydney
where branch matters were discussed together with the compilation of nomination forms for
appointment to branch committee positions and regional representative positions. Uta Stockmann
will be taking over the role of branch President.
Thanks to everyone who helped to make 2017 a successful year for the NSW branch.
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Queensland Branch Report
Branch President Dr Silvana Santomartino CPSS
A number of events were organised by the Queensland
Branch this year. The Branch focussed on engaging with
the community and educating them on the importance
of soils by hosting stalls at various festivals, participating
in competitions and awards days. We aimed to claim
back the word ‘dirt’ as positively associated with our
soils through the “Art in Soil: Let’s Get Dirty” initiative.
Highlights of the year included: the World Science
Festival where the Branch hosted a stall in the
“StreetScience!” family section called ‘Dig It! Soil and the
science beneath your feet’ visited by about 60,000 people; The 5th Australian National Soil Judging
Competition where 12 teams from universities in Australia and New Zealand battled it out through the
heat to be crowned the best soil surveyors; and the “Art in Soil: Let’s Get Dirty” exhibition where, over
a 6-month period, selected Artists created pieces of art inspired by soils with the aim being to raise the
level of public awareness of soils and their importance to society and humankind.
Date
2 Mar 2017
12 Mar 2017
17 Mar 2017
25–26 Mar
2017
26 Mar 2017
28 Mar 2017
21 Apr 2017
4 May 2017
19 May 2017

2 Jun 2017
7 Jun 2017
8 Jun 2017
15 Jun 2017

26 Jun 2017
8 July 2017
20 July 2017
12 Aug 2017
12 Aug 2017
15 Aug 2017
18 Aug 2017
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Event
OGM Student Night - Presentations from two of the six winning students, and
by John Standley
Eastern Darling Downs Soils Field Trip - Organised by Luke Finn, hosted by
Stuart Macnish and Bob Reid
Farmer Wants a Science Life - Soil science stall at Cobb & Co Museum,
Toowoomba
Dig it! street science stall at the World Science Festival, Brisbane
Soil science stall at Felton Food Festival
Letter to Qld Chief Scientist Welcoming her to the role and inviting her to
attend an upcoming Branch event of her choosing
OGM Held in Toowoomba.
OGM - Presentation by Rob DeHayr
DAF Hermitage Schools Plant Science Competition – Theme: The Dirt on
Soils; participants of the annual competition were invited to attend a
special soils workshop for students; over 300 students attended
workshops held at Toowoomba, Nambour, Rockhampton, Charters
Towers and Mareeba
Cecil Plains State School soils activities presentation
Launch of the Art in Soil ‘Let’s Get Dirty’ Program at EcoSciences Precinct
OGM - Presentation by Phil Moody
st
1 National Symposium on the Beneficial Use of Recycled Organics on
Degraded and Marginal Landscapes - Held at Griffith University
EcoCentre; co-hosted by Griffith Uni and QSSA; over 115 participants from
Australia and NZ
ConQEST 2017 - Workshop on Urban Soil Science for teachers
Tiaro Landcare Day Soil science stall
Agriculture and Food RD&E Roadmap
E Soil science stall at the EKKA as part of the Street Science exhibit
Soil science stall at Up the Creek Festival, Lockyer catchment
DAF Competition Awards Day - Soil science stall at the Awards Day, and
presented awards
Science Rocks! Soil science stall at Bundaberg Central Queensland Uni

Date

18 Aug 2017
26 Aug 2017
25 – 28 Sept
2017
14 Oct 2017
19 Oct 2017
15 Nov 2017

5 Dec 2017
14 Dec 2017

Event
campus, showing students the value of maths and science education in a
range of hands on activities
AGM - Boulevard Gardens, Indooroopilly
55th Griffith Uni SE Qld field trip - Hosted by Griffith University. A field trip to
four field sites around Gatton and the Lockyer Valley.
5th Australian National Soil Judging Competition - Held in Toowoomba,
STAQ QLD Science Contest - Three students selected to receive bursaries to
the total value of $300.
OGM - Presentation by Martin Tower. “It’s not Waste, It’s a Wasted Resource.
Ron McDonald Memorial Lecture delivered by Dr. Peter Kopittke. ‘Long-term
changes in soil chemical properties caused by agricultural production:
From global to nano’
World Soils Day - Celebrations held in Toowoomba and Bundaberg.
Soil Art Exhibition - Opening of the “Art in Soil: Let’s Get Dirty” exhibition at the
QLD College of Art

Art in Soil: Let’s Get Dirty’ Exhibition Opening. (Left) installation by artist Robert Andrew depicting the
interface between wester and traditional cultures. The monolith was constructed with an outer layer of
crusher dust that was slowly pulled away by a motor drive to reveal a standing natural soil column.
(Right) A sculpture by artist Paul Stumkat made from stone and ceramic, playing on the nothing from
the ground we all come.
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Members and guests enjoy the opening

Five Mie Radius display some of the materials used in architectural construction of a house that will be
built using nothing other than what can be obtained within five miles and in a sustainable fashion. Soil
shapes the way we live.
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The Artists and organisers depicted with traditional elder Uncle BobWeatherall who opened the
evening and gave thanks to the traditional owners of the land, and Dr Mark Jacobs (Dept Environment
and Science) who gave an a short address on the importance of art and science working together.
( Photo Carol Schwarzman)
The exhibition resulted in a lot of attention for soil science, with numerous write ups and reviews. The
exhibition was also announced as being extended into 2018 at the same locaiton, and a second
exhibition in rural Stanthorpe on the cards. Below is a write up from Concrete Playground, prior to the
exhibition in Brisbane, that captures some of the excitement that surrounded the event. Attendees
commentend on the much needed collaboration between art and science, and encouraged the Art in
Soil Initiative to continue into future years as an ongoing initiative.
“Ever looked at a patch of dirt and found yourself thinking about art? It's okay if your answer is no. In
fact, it's not the kind of connection most of us make all that often — including artists. To change that, a
number of creatives spent six months working with soil scientists to develop pieces inspired by the
ground below.
Let's Get Dirty is the very appropriate name of the artists-in-residence program, which saw 5 Mile
Radius, Lawrence English, Ara Dolatian, Robert Andrew, Paul Stumkat, Kate Woodcroft and Caitlin
Franzmann all branch out into something earthy and new. You'll see the results of their experience at
Art in Soil — which mightn't be quite as cheeky a name, but it absolutely describes just what's on offer.
The exhibition runs from December 14 to 23 at POP Gallery in Woolloongabba, with special events all
part of the lineup. Head along for the official opening at 6pm on the 14th, then catch artist talks at
2pm on the 16th, followed by art-science discussions at 3pm. Or, drop by from 10am to 4pm on the
17th, when guided meditation will take the showcase to another level. Last but not least, you can get
interactive on the 20th — and leave thinking about soil in a completely different manner.”
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Victorian Branch Report
Branch President Vanessa Wong CPSS
The Victorian Branch was busy in 2017, organising a number of events
where members could meet, catch up and hear about the latest findings in
soil science. The Committee consisted of Vanessa Wong (President),
Clayton Butterly (Treasurer), Rebecca Mitchell (Secretary) and general
committee members Gary Clark, Tina Gao, Sam Grover, Ee Ling Ng, Hannah
Mikkonen and Tony Patti.
We started the year with a casual pizza evening at the University of Melbourne in March. We
presented the certificates to the student members who were successful in being awarded student
bursaries to attend the 2016 combined New Zealand Soil Science Society-Soil Science Australia Soil
Science Conference in Queenstown, New Zealand. These students were Bhawana Bhatta, Biplob Saha,
Corinne Celestina, Miaomiao Cheng and Thushari Wijesinghe. This event provided a good opportunity
for new members to meet, and for established members to catch up, and for members to meet the
new members of the Vic Branch Committee.

Pizza Night at the University of Melbourne PhotoTina Gao
In May, we held our first inter-university Environmental Science Quiz night, organised by Hannah
Mikkonen and Rashda Zafar at RMIT, and sponsored by Westernport Water and RMIT’s Centre of
Environmental Sustainability and Remediation. Robert van de Graaf and Steven Faulkner were the
expert judges and kept everybody honest. The teams were made up of undergraduate and
postgraduate students with teams from La Trobe University, Monash University, RMIT and the
University of Melbourne. The winner of the night was RMIT.
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Environmental Quiz Night at RMIT Photo Tina Gao
We officially launched the children’s book “Exploring Soils: a Hidden World Underground” by Sam
Grover at the Melbourne Museum in a sold-out event. Mottly, the state soil, was on hand to assist and
we had soil painting set up for the younger, budding soil scientists. This is a great way to engage with
those younger scientists and can be purchased online from CSIRO
(http://www.publish.csiro.au/book/7464/).

Book Launch at the Melbourne Museum Photo Ee Ling Ng
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Book Launch at the Melbourne Museum Photo
Ee Ling Ng
The Vic Branch also hosted a symposium
sponsored by Perkin Elmer at Monash University
which focused on “Challenges in Soil and Plant
Testing for Better Food and Environment.” This
event was attended by over 100 delegates with
presentations given by a number of expert
speakers, including Doug Crawford and Cameron
Gourley from Agriculture Victoria. Delegates were also able to tour the new Perkin-Elmer laboratories
which housed the latest instruments for soil and plant testing.
In October, the Vic Branch co-hosted a careers evening with the Australian Contaminated Land
Consultants Association (ACLCA) at Monash University which was organised by Tony Patti. The panel of
speakers consisted of representatives from government, consultants and academia, and included
Cameron Gourley (Agriculture Victoria), Will McCance (Blue Sphere Environmental), Lauren Sandon
(Golder and Associates) and Vanessa Wong (Monash University). The evening consisted of short
presentations by the panel and then a Q &A session. Approximately 25 early career soil scientists
attended and many useful discussions and questions continued over the pizza that followed.

Careers Night at Monash Universit. Photo Tina Gao
The annual Leeper Lecture this year was given by Professor Tony O’Donnell who gave a very
interesting and engaging talk on “We do things differently in the west” which focused on the soil
microbiome. The lecture generated a fair amount of discussion, which was continued over drinks at
University House, and then at the annual Branch dinner.
For World Soils Day, we continued with our social media competition, awarding a CSIRO book voucher
to the best photo on either Instagram, Twitter or Facebook in one of two categories, “soils and life”
and the “best soil cake” with the hashtag #VicWSD2017
We also celebrated the achievements of three members who passed away this year, Bruce Cockroft,
Roger Wrigley and Ian “Sarge” Sargeant. They each leave a legacy of important contributions to soil
science as a discipline and to Soil Science Australia.
It has been yet another busy and successful year and we look forward to seeing members again next
year as we continue to build on the events from this year.
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Western Australian Branch Report
Branch President Chris Gazey (from October 19)
The 2017 WA Branch Committee was again diligently led by Deb
Pritchard (President; Left), James Macfarlane (Vice President), Issac
Kelder (Secretary), Louise Barton (Treasurer), Mary-Anne Rowe (Student
Representative), Richard Bell, Chris Gazey, Miriam Munoz-Rojas and
Gaus Azam. Chris Gazey steppend in as President later in the year (Left
bottom).
Key highlights for 2017 were: the Presentation of Soil Science Australia
Fellowship Award (2016) to Emeritus Professor Lyn Abbott, recognising
her exceptional contribution to the discipline of soil science across the
breadth of research, teaching and extension; the 5th annual Boodja Soil
Science Lecture, the World Soils Day "A world of soil information" event;
Student soils training - learning about soil, profiles and landscapes in WA
which was supported by branch members and held at Whitby Falls Murdoch University Farm; National soil judging competition; and
participation in the Discover Dirt Pavilion at the Perth Royal Agricultural
Show.
The WA soil judging team of Tarrah Pennycuick, Fariba Mokhtari, Ci Sun
and Jie Deng represented the state well in Toowoomba, Queensland
although they were at a distinct disadvantage as they were actually judging soil rather than one of our
15 different types of sand! The students gave a short presentation at the October WA AGM, all
indicated the value of the activity, how much they had learnt and thanked the branch for financial
assistance and Henry Smolinski for his enthusiastic coaching.
Professor Stephen Smith delivered the annual Boodja Lecture in August. Boodja is a Noongar word for
'land' and the lecture series acknowledges the important role of Aboriginal understanding in the
responsible management of our soil and land. Stephen is Professor of Bioresource Systems and Head
of the Environmental and Water Resource Engineering Section in the Department of Civil and
Environmental Engineering at Imperial College London. The audience was treated to a very engaging
presentation drawing on Stephen's extensive knowledge and experience in both soil contamination
and the use of organic wastes.

WA members gathering prior to
the Boodja lecture
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Professor Stephen Smith, Present 2017
Boodja Lecture
At the Perth Royal Show the Discover Dirt
pavilion aimed to promote soils to the
younger generation. There were displays and
interactive activities for youngsters to get
their hand dirty. Gaus Azam, Branch
Committee member, organised a display of
plant roots growing (or not) in limed or acidic
subsoil and introduced visitors to measuring
pH. Although the pavilion is aimed at the
younger generation it was impressive to see
the number of high school students who
were interested and many ex-farmers were
there with their grandchildren. All of us who
volunteered for a day or two believe that it is
an excellent way to show what soil scientists
get up to and I hope to be back there in
2018.
On December 5 well over 100 people
gathered in Perth for our World Soils Day
event "A world of soil information" held
jointly with the newly formed Department of
Primary
Industries
and
Regional
Development (DPIRD) and SoilsWest, an alliance between founding partners the University of Western
Australia and DRPIRD which aims to strengthen soil science research, development and extension in
Western Australia. SoilsWest will work closely with the WA Branch and DPIRD to include additional
members into the alliance to further strengthen soil science in WA. The opening address given by Hon.
Alanah MacTiernan, Minister for Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture and Food was
followed by short presentations demonstrating the value of collecting and maintaining valuable soil
data and how this data could be used in monitoring, planning and policy development as well as
guiding sustainable and profitable agriculture in Western
Australia. There were posters presented by current honours
and post graduate students and three prizes were awarded.
It's exciting times for soils in Western Australia and I look
forward to helping to keep the momentum growing. I thank
the 2017 committee and especially Deb Pritchard for her
contribution as President over the past three years and look
forward to 2018 as we prepare for our state conference in
2019.
Discover Dirt Pavillion 2017
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Tasmania Branch Report
Acting Branch President John Paul Cumming
Tasmanian Branch President,
Robyn Doyle (Left), with the
National Advocate for Soil
Health, the Hon Maj Gen
Michael Jeffery, AC, AO (Mil),
CVO, MC (Retd) (Right)

The Tasmanian branch had a relatively quiet year in 2017 but
remains a financially sound branch with a strong core of members.
The branch has a small membership base spread around the state,
with a mix of University of Tasmania, State Government and private
sector members.
The branch continued to run the popular monthly “Dirt Drinks” for
branch members and others with an interest in soils. Over the year a number of council and
government officers and regulators attended the drinks, together with consultants from a range of
local environmental consultancies. This gave the branch great exposure to people across many
industries with the opportunity to promote an interest in soils and soil science.
In the middle of the year, the branch was fortunate to host the Hon. Michael Jeffery, AC, AO (Mil),
CVO, MC (Retd), National Advocate for Soil Health, at a dinner and discussion with branch members,
local scientists and land managers interested in soils. The event was a great success and helped to
strengthen the connections between the branch and the local community.
As the year progressed, the branch focused on increasing new members and encouraging more
involvement with the committee with an annual general meeting planned for early next year.
The branch aims to launch more activities in 2018 building on the success of past events such as field
days, the Mike Temple Smith Memorial Lecture and a soil seminar day. It is hoped that at least two
events of this nature can be run in 2018 which will further encourage new members to join Soil Science
Australia.
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Riverina Branch Report
Branch President Sam North
The Riverina Branch—Soil Science Australia’s only regionally-based
branch—enjoyed another successful year in 2017/18. The Branch
achieved a 100% subscription renewal rate reflecting the strong
commitment and interest from local members working in government,
industry, research and community.
The Branch was pleased to support the Soils in Schools project in 2017
as part of Soil Science Australia’s national outreach program. There
are also a number of field days planned for the year ahead in addition
to ongoing participation in events led by New South Wales and
Victorian Branches.

NSW DPI, Wagga Wagga, trial sites shine even in a tough year.
The countryside visible in the image is typical of the Riverina.
(Image courtesy of @NSWDPI_Soils on Twitter)
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Award Winners and Fellows 2017

JA Prescott Medal
For outstanding contribution to soil science
Awarded to Dr Neil McKenzie
“Neil’s career exemplifies scientific excellence, cooperation and
collaboration, and he has maintained a sharp focus on the national
interest. He is a wonderful role model and a very appropriate
person to uphold the legacy of J.A. Prescott”

LJH Teakle Award
For outstanding effort in promoting and raising awareness of soil
through extension activity with Soil Science Australia and the wider
community
Awarded to Richard MacEwan
“Richard has been a trailblazer in raising awareness of the
importance of soil science in the broader community and he has
championed initiatives over a long career which have proven to be
effective in raising awareness of soils to us all”

Publication Medal in Soil Science
Awarded on the basis of scientific merit, relevance to soil science
and effectiveness in communicating to the reader
Awarded to Yingcan Zhu (Right) for her paper Rapid Method for
Assessment of Soil Structural Stability by Turbidimeter co-authored
with her PhD supervisors Assoc Prof John McLean Bennett (Left)
and Dr Alla Marchuk (not pictured).

“The paper, was well written, thorough, innovative and relevant to Australian soil science”
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CG Stephens PhD Award
For the best PhD thesis on the basis of the originality of the thesis,
its significance to soil science and the clarity of writing
Awarded to Dr Nathan Robinson
“The topic is ambitious and demanding in terms of knowledge
requirements and skills and has resulted in an impressive list of
publications derived from the thesis”

2017 Fellows
Professor Michael McLaughlin
Mike McLaughlin has an excellent track record as an educator,
with many young scientists who have worked with him going on to
impressive careers in their own right. He has also made a
significant contribution to Soil Science Australia and is an
outstanding representative of the discipline of Soil Science.

Professor Balwant Singh
Balwant Singh has made a great contribution to soil science both
in technical output and service, to Soil Science Australia and
through the Australian Clay Society which is where much of his
research is applicable. He has produced an impressive number of
PhD completions over his career as well as winning a number of
significant awards.
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The 2018 national soils conference at the Hyatt Canberra will provide opportunity for
invaluable networking and in-depth discussions with up to 400 soil colleagues, scientists,
academics, policy makers and practitioners.
 Up to 30 Certified Professional Development hours
 Paper presentations over four days with the conference Wednesday reserved
for field trips
 Dedicated poster presentation periods
 Registration includes free guest membership of the Canberra Yacht Club
1 December 2017
January 8
June 4
July 30
August 27
November 12
November 17-18
November 19-23

Registrations open
Call for abstracts
Abstract submission closes
Paper acceptance notification
Early bird registration closes
Electronic registration closes
Pre-conference tours, soil judging competition, pre-conference
workshops, Welcome BBQ
Conference plenaries, concurrent sessions, mid-conference tours,
workshops, poster sessions, conference dinner, awards, conference
wrap-up and future directions, closing ceremony.

Visit the conference website for information on calls for papers, registration, program
details and accommodation recommendations.
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Australian Society of Soil Science Incorporated
ABN 96 080 783 106

TRADING, PROFIT AND LOSS STATEMENT
For the year ended 31 July 2017
2017
$

2016
$

136,573.32
9,396.86
23.00
3,469.09

121,544.00
6,583.00

7,650.62
1,099.19

10,169.00
4,097.00

158,212.08

142,393.00

1,500.00
1,200.00
81,066.67
2,378.23
3,550.00
20,025.92
7,025.41
154.55
796.35
8,085.98
4,264.22
750.00
6,085.99
1,682.98
10,887.71
932.87
8,347.34
4,695.82
4,860.98
301.60
5,706.67

1,100.00
85,343.00
3,169.00
17,437.00
8,275.00
9,504.00
3,460.00
7,179.00
2,409.00
9,034.00
1,455.00
2,145.00
828.00
3,424.00
377.00
4,433.00

6,639.85
-

3,465.00
15,986.00
3,657.00

DEFICIT FROM ORDINARY ACTIVITIES BEFORE INCOME TAX

180,939.14
(22,727.06)

182,680.00
(40,287.00)

Retained surplus at the beginning of the financial year

213,183.88

262,437.00

TOTAL AVAILABLE FOR APPROPRIATION

190,456.82

222,150.00

INCOME
Subscriptions
Copyright Income
Donations
Interest received
Projects
Soils in Schools
Soil Judging
EXPENDITURE
Accounting fees
Administratiion Contract costs
Administration Charges
Bank charges
Bookkeeping
CPSS Administration
Computer expenses
Filing fees
Gifts
IUSS Memberships
Insurance
Legal Expenses
Meeting Costs
Postage
Printing and stationery (Incl Calender & Magazine)
Telephone
Advertising & Promotion
Awards & Student Sponsorship
Travelling Expenses
Depreciation
Branch Levy
Projects
Soils in Schools
Soil Judging
E[ART]H

These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
Page 2
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Australian Society of Soil Science Incorporated
ABN 96 080 783 106

BALANCE SHEET
As at 31 July 2017
Note
CURRENT ASSETS
Receivables
Cash assets
Other assets

2
3
4

TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS
NON-CURRENT ASSETS
Property, plant and equipment

5

TOTAL NON-CURRENT ASSETS
TOTAL ASSETS

2017
$

2016
$

27,790.00
218,541.79
1,437.63

6,522.00
265,678.00
7,390.00

247,769.42

279,590.00

1,206.40

1,508.00

1,206.40

1,508.00

248,975.82

281,098.00

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Payables
Tax liabilities

6
7

229.93
2,295.12

(7,979.00)

Other current liabilities

8

55,993.95

66,927.00

TOTAL CURRENT LIABILITIES

58,519.00

58,948.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES

58,519.00

58,948.00

NET ASSETS

190,456.82

222,150.00

EQUITY
Accumulated surplus

190,456.82

222,150.00

TOTAL EQUITY

190,456.82

222,150.00

The accompanying notes form part of these financial statements.
These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
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BALANCE SHEET
As at 31 July 2017
2017
$

2016
$

5,000.00
12,790.00
10,000.00
5,899.70
25,539.25
133.00
43,000.06
143,969.78
1,437.63

771.00
5,751.00
18,160.00
53,715.00
133.00
52,095.00
141,575.00
7,390.00

247,769.42

279,590.00

4,225.00
(3,018.60)
1,206.40

4,225.00
(2,717.00)
1,508.00

248,975.82

281,098.00

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities
Trade creditors
Provision for GST

229.93
2,295.12

(7,979.00)

Accrued Expenses
Income in advance
NSW
QLD
WA
SA

1,500.00
49,276.84
(752.88)
(73.32)
5,172.29
871.02

4,257.00
51,825.00
4,659.00
1,153.00
5,033.00
-

TOTAL LIABILITIES

58,519.00
58,519.00

58,948.00
58,948.00

NET ASSETS

190,456.82

222,150.00

EQUITY
Accumulated surplus
TOTAL EQUITY

190,456.82
190,456.82

222,150.00
222,150.00

ASSETS
Current Assets
Sundry Debtors - VIC Branch
Sundry Debtors - Soils in Schools
National Cairns Conference
National Soil Conference Canberra
WCSS Support to Branches
NAB Business Everyday Acc #5286
NAB Business Cash Maximiser #1490
Cash at Bank - PayPal
NAB Term Deposit #6571
NAB Term Deposit #0942
Prepaid Expenses
Non-current Assets
Plant and equipment at cost
Less accumulated depreciation
TOTAL ASSETS

These statements should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 31 July 2017

2017

2016

$

$

NOTE 1: STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES
a.

This financial report is a special purpose financial report prepared for use by directors and members of the
company. The directors have determined that the company is not a reporting entity.
The financial report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the following Australian Accounting
Standards:
AASB 1031:
Materiality
AASB 110:
Events after the Balance Sheet Date
The financial report is prepared on an accruals basis and is based on historic costs and does not take into account
changing money values or, except where specifically stated, current valuations of non-current assets.
The following specific accounting policies, which are consistent with the previous period unless otherwise stated,
have been adopted in the preparation of this report:
b.
Property, Plant and Equipment
Property, plant and equipment are carried at cost, independent or directors' valuation. All assets, excluding freehold
land and buildings, are depreciated over their useful lives to the company.

c.

Inventories

Inventories are measured at the lower of cost and net realisable value. Costs are assigned on a first-in first-out
basis and include direct materials, direct labour and an appropriate proportion of variable and fixed overhead
expenses.
NOTE 2: RECEIVABLES
Sundry Debtors - VIC Branch
Sundry Debtors - Soils in Schools
National Cairns Conference
National Soil Conference Canberra
WCSS Support to Branches

NOTE 3: CASH ASSETS
NAB Business Everyday Acc #5286
NAB Business Cash Maximiser #1490
Cash at Bank - PayPal
NAB Term Deposit #6571
NAB Term Deposit #0942

-

771.00

5,000.00
12,790.00
10,000.00

5,751.00
-

27,790.00

6,522.00

5,899.70
25,539.25
133.00
43,000.06
143,969.78

18,160.00
53,715.00
133.00
52,095.00
141,575.00

218,541.79

265,678.00

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the year ended 31 July 2017

NOTE 4: OTHER ASSETS
Prepaid Expenses
NOTE 5: PROPERTY, PLANT AND EQUIPMENT
Plant and equipment at cost
Less accumulated depreciation

NOTE 6: PAYABLES
Trade creditors
NOTE 7: TAX LIABILITIES
GST collected
GST paid

NOTE 8: OTHER LIABILITIES
Accrued Expenses
Income in advance
Branch Income Payable
NSW
QLD
WA
SA

2017
$

2016
$

1,437.63

7,390.00

4,225.00
(3,018.60)

4,225.00
(2,717.00)

1,206.40

1,508.00

229.93

-

15,065.60
(12,770.48)

13,581.00
(21,560.00)

2,295.12

(7,979.00)

1,500.00
49,276.84

4,257.00
51,825.00

(752.88)
(73.32)
5,172.29
871.02

4,659.00
1,153.00
5,033.00
-

55,993.95

66,927.00

These notes should be read in conjunction with the attached compilation report.
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COMPILATION REPORT TO AUSTRALIAN SOCIETY OF SOIL SCIENCE INCORPORATED
We have compiled the accompanying special purpose financial statements of Australian Society of Soil
Science Incorporated , which comprise the balance sheet as at 31/07/2017, the statement of profit or loss
for the year then ended, a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory notes. The
specific purpose for which the special purpose financial statements have been prepared is set out in Note
1 to the financial statements.
The Responsibility of the Directors
The directors of Australian Society of Soil Science Incorporated are solely responsible for the information
contained in the special purpose financial statements, the reliability, accuracy and completeness of the
information and for the determination that the significant accounting policies used are appropriate to
meet their needs and for the purpose that the financial statements were prepared.
Our Responsibility
On the basis of information provided by the directors, we have compiled the accompanying special
purpose financial statements in accordance with the significant accounting policies as described in Note 1
to the financial statements and APES 315:Compilation of Financial Information. We have applied our
expertise in accounting and financial reporting to compile these financial statements in accordance with
the significant accounting policies described in Note 1 to the financial statements. We have complied with
the relevant ethical requirements of APES 110:Code of Ethics for Professional Accountants.
Assurance Disclaimer
Since a compilation engagement is not an assurance engagement, we are not required to verify the
reliability, accuracy or completeness of the information provided to us by management to compile these
financial statements. Accordingly, we do not express an audit opinion or a review conclusion on these
financial statements.
The special purpose financial statements were compiled exclusively for the benefit of the directors who
are responsible for the reliability, accuracy and completeness of the information used to compile them.
We do not accept responsibility for the contents of the special purpose financial statements.

Name of Firm

Fusion Accountants

Name of Partner Emma Fabbro

Fusion Accountants
PO Box 1022
FLINDERS PARK SA 5025

Dated : 15/11/2017
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