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Central Office

40th Anniversary of the ASSS1

Federal Council had been advised by
its Public Officer, Warren Bond, that in
the opinion of the Registrar-General's
Office in Canberra, the Society may be
required to prepare consolidated
financial accounts for both Council
activities and those of the Branches. If
true, this would add considerably to
the cost of running a Central Office.
Council has n o w received legal advice
that such consolidation of the Society's
accounts is not necessary. We are
therefore proceeding with plans to
have a Central Office managed on
contract by the Head Office of the
Australian Institute of Agricultural
Science in Melbourne. The Treasurer is
drawing up the contract specifications
for final negotiation with the AIAS and
approval at the next Council meeting.
It is intended that the Central Office
comes into effect from 1 July 1996 (the
end of our financial year), and up to
that time Branch Treasurers will
continue to collect subs for 1995-96 (for
further information, see the minutes of
Federal Council for 11 August).

The 40th anniversary of the federation
of the Branches to form the ASSSI
occurs next year. In considering how to
mark the occasion, Council took two
decisions. The first was intended to
contribute immediately to promoting
the Society and benefiting the
membership. It agreed to give $1000 to
each of the seven Branches to
encourage young soil scientists
(students) to attend the 1996 National
Conference, with the expressed hope
that each Branch would match this
sum. Council further agreed to give
$3000 to the Conference Committee
towards (a) promoting the 1996
Conference amongst scientific groups
who might not normally be aware of
the activities of soil scientists and the
ASSSI, and (b) offering prizes at the
Conference for quality presentations
(without restrictions).

Accreditation
At the last meeting, some Council
members wanted more detailed
information about the basis and
procedures of the certification scheme
adopted by the Australian Institute of
Agricultural Science, which was to
provide the framework for the
Society's own certification scheme for a
Professional Soil Scientist. On behalf of
the Council sub-group responsible for
negotiation with the AIAS, I undertook
to provide this to Council members so
that they could return to the subject to
make a final decision at the next
Council meeting. The framework
adopted by the previous Federal
Council in 1994 is very similar to the
framework of the AlAs scheme, which
is intended to cater for specialist
groups as well as for the more general
CPAg qualification. If adopted, the
accreditation scheme for PSS would be
put into place as soon as possible.

Second, Council decided to produce a
Business Plan. A sub-committee of
NSW Branch members (Phil Mulvey,
Pam Hazelton and Tony Koppi) was
asked to prepare a strategy for such a
plan, intended to promote the activities
of the Society and the profession, and
report back to the next meeting.
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Professor Graham Aylmore of Soil
Science and Plant Nutrition at the
University of Western Australia has
been awarded the J.A. Prescott Medal
of Soil Science for 1995. The medal is
awarded to a soil scientist w h o has
made an outstanding contribution to
soil science.

NATIONAL SOILS
CONFERENCE
(200 words)
Abstracts due
27 October 1995
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NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
The annual general meeting of
ASSSI will be held at 4 p m on
Friday, 24 November 1995 in the
Kimpton Theatre, Faculty of
Agriculture, Forestry and
Horticulture, The University of
Melbourne.
Chris Weston
Hon. Secretary
Federal Council
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AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND NATIONAL SOILS
CONFERENCE
RAISING T H E PROFILE
1-4 JULY 1996
Introduction
The Conference Organising Committee
is pleased to invite you to participate in
the Australian and New Zealand
National Soils Conference. This
conference will provide a stimulating,
challenging and enjoyable forum for
soil scientists and those with an interest
in any aspect of soil science. The
program will commence on the Sunday
evening 30 June with a Welcome
Reception and will conclude on
Thursday afternoon 4 July. The
program includes world renowned
plenary speakers covering the
following topics:
Soil Science - Raising the Profile
Are Rural Land Practices a Threat to
the Environment?
Is Pedology Dead and Buried?
Is the Soil an Appropriate Dumping
Ground for our Wastes?
Has Biotechnology a Role in Soil
Science?
Contributed papers and posters will
also be encouraged to follow these
themes although papers will be
accepted on all aspects of soil science.

Conference Venue
The conference will be held in the
Copeland Theatre and the Old Arts
Building at the University of
Melbourne. Plenary sessions will be
presented in the Copeland Theatre;
contributed papers will be presented
concurrently in immediately adjacent
lecture theatres. The campus of the
University is in Parkville just 1.5 km
from the Melbourne city centre and a
short walk from the renowned
restaurants of Lygon Street, Carlton.
On the campus, sporting facilities
available to delegates include an
indoor heated swimming pool, squash
and tennis courts and a fully equipped
gymnasium. There is also a bar,
chemist, banks, curios shop,
hairdressers and an art gallery.

Accommodation
Accommodation is available from
University Colleges (single rooms) or
alternatively for those wishing to stay
off campus, there are a number of
motels in close proximity of the

University. Specific details, including
costs, are provided on the Registration
form available from the Conference
Secretariat (see below).

Registration
Numbers are limited to approximately
400, so early registration is advisable.
Registration fees ($AUS400 by 30 April
'96, $AUS450 after 30 April '96:
students and retirees $AUS200 by 30
April '96, and $AUS250 after 30 April
'96) must be paid prior to the
commencement of the conference. All
participants must register on arrival.
For those attending the Welcome
Reception at Wilson Hall on Sunday
evening (from 6 pm), the secretariat
will organise your registration.
Registration on the Monday morning
will be in the foyer of the Copeland
Theatre, Economics and Commerce
Building from 8.30 am. Single day
registration is available, please contact
the conference secretariat for details.
Full registration will entitle
participants to:
A Copy of all Plenary Papers
A Book of Abstracts
The Welcome Reception
All Lunches, Morning and
Afternoon Refreshments
Two Mid Conference Field Tours
and Tour Notes
It does not include the Conference
Dinner.

Conference Dinner
The Conference Dinner will be held on
Monday evening 1 July at 6.30 pm for 7
pm at a cost of $50 per person.

Parking Arrangements
For those staying in our recommended
accommodation, parking is available at
the Halls of Residence of the University
and at the motels. However, parking is
not available on campus. Limited all
day parking is available in Royal
Parade and other streets near the
University. There are several parking
stations in Lygon Street, Carlton.

Climate
The average maximum temperature for
Melbourne in July is a bracing 15°C
with an average minimum of 7°C and
the slightest chance of rainfall.
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Consequently, we suggest that you
pack warm clothing, including
appropriate outdoor gear, footwear
and an umbrella for the midconference tours.

Travel Arrangements
The choice of domestic airlines rests
with the participant. From TuUamarine
airport, taxi fares are normally $20-$25
and the airport bus is considerably
cheaper. New Zealand participants will
be informed of local travel
arrangements. For travel from the
conference centre to the heart of the
city, Melbourne's famous trams are
readily available in both Swanston
Street and Royal Parade (which flank
the University campus on the east and
west sides, respectively.)

Social Program for
Travelling Partners
Although no formal arrangements are
available for the partners of
participants, tourist information is
readily available from the Conference
Secretariat. Partners and guests of
participants are invited to attend the
welcome reception, the conference
dinner and mid conference tours.

Mid Conference Tours
The afternoon sessions on Tuesday 2
July and Wednesday 3 July comprise
half day tours. The first tour will focus
on soil pedology and rural land
practices on these soils finishing with a
Tour Dinner. The second tour will
focus on issues relating to management
of wastes on land and conversion of
waste materials into useful products
for land application.

Pre and Post Conference
Tours
The Conference Tour Committee is
developing pre- and post-conference
tours in conjunction with ASSSI
branches in adjacent states. Further
details will be provided in a later mail
out to registrants once the level of
interest has been determined. Please
indicate your interest on the
registration form.

Oral and Poster Papers
The Conference Editorial Committee
initially invites 200-word (maximum)
abstracts of potential oral and poster

papers in order to assist programming
for the conference. Authors should
indicate whether they prefer oral or
poster presentations. Subsequently,
extended two-page abstracts will be
invited. All extended abstracts will be
peer reviewed and published in book
form for issue to participants at
registration. Instructions will be issued
to authors on the acceptance of their
abstract. After each plenary paper
presentation, concurrent contributed
papers and poster discussions will
follow. Although presentations related
to the key plenary themes are
especially encouraged, oral and poster
papers covering any area of soil science
will be accepted. The timetable for
submission of oral and poster papers
are as follows:
Abstracts (200 words) of potential
papers (oral and poster) 27 October,
1995
Two-page abstract of oral and poster
presentations
12 January, 1996
Final drafts of two-page abstracts
April, 1996

Prof Robert White, The University of
Melbourne
Mr Austin Brown, State Chemistry
Laboratory, Werribee
Dr Cameron Gourley, Agriculture
Victoria, Ellinbank
Mr John Williamson, Centre for Land
Protection Research, Bendigo
Dr Ian Sargeant, Soil and
Environmental Consultant
Ms Cathy Botta, Agriculture Victoria,
Benalla
Ms Andrea Lindsay, Murrayland
Conservation Trust
Mr Stuart Boucher, Monash University
Mr Richard McEwan, University of
Ballarat

Cancellations

Conference Editorial Committee
School of Agriculture
La Trobe University, Bundoora Vic
3083
Telephone:

+61 3 9479 2189

Facsimile:

+61 3 9471 0224

Registration forms have been
mailed to all financial members; extra
forms are readily available. All
enquiries regarding the conference
should be directed to:
Michael Sullivan
Conference Management
The University of Melbourne
Parkville Vic 3052
Telephone:
+61 3 9344 4490
Facsimile:
+61 3 9344 6122
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Papers and abstracts should be directed
to:
Chairperson

Conference Secretariat

Cancellations of registration must
be received in writing or by facsimile

26

Dr N. Uren

by the Conference Secretariat no later
than 1 June 1996. Monies paid will be
refunded after the deduction of an
administration cost of $50. No refunds
will be made after that date.

Dr Hong Jie Di of the Department of
Soil Science, Lincoln University, NZ
and recentlly Research Fellow with
Graeme Aylmore in Soil Science and
Plant Nutrition at the University of
Western Australia has been awarded
the ASSSI Publication Medal for 1995.
The award is made on the
recommendation of the publications

committtee on the basis of scientific
merit, relevance to soil science, and
effectiveness in communicating the
paper's contents to the reader. Dr Di's
paper was entitled 'Causes for the
reduced reactivity of phosphate rock
residues in partially acidulated
phosphate rocks' and was published
in AJSR, p p 95-104, volume 32,1994.

Plenary papers will be published in a
special edition of the Australian
Journal of Soil Research later in 1996.

Trade Exhibition
A comprehensive trade exhibition will
share the extensive floor space of
Wilson Hall with the poster papers.
Interested exhibitors should contact the
Conference Secretariat (see below).

1P«

Conference Organising
Committee
Dr Ken Peverill (Chairperson), State
Chemistry Laboratory, Werribee
Dr Tony Weatherley (Treasurer), The
University of Melbourne
Dr Jay Maheswaran (Secretary), State
Chemistry Laboratory, Werribee
Dr Nick Uren, (Editor), La Trobe
University
Dr Lyle Douglas, (Co-editor), The
University of Melbourne
Dr Ron McLaren, Lincoln University,
New Zealand

Dr. Di is flanked by Dr. Richard Harper, the President of the WA Branch and Professor
Bob Gilkes, Head of Soil Science and Plant Nutrition at the University ofWA.
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Soil Science - a Sense of History
N.C. Uren,
School of Agriculture,
La Trobe University
Australia's history since European
settlement and its place in the world
relates very much to its soil. Soil
science grew out of agricultural
chemistry and started to grow at about
the same time as Australia started to
grow. Sir Humphry Davy, one of the
first soil scientists, thought the
beneficial effects of lime, where they
were observed, were derived from 'the
rendering of animal and vegetable
substances soluble'. Other equivocal or
seemingly right-but-wrong
explanations for the beneficial effects of
lime have been suggested over the
years. But, as time has passed by more
plausible and less ambiguous
explanations such as the need for
molybdenum have been discovered.
Yet, in spite of all the research, the
failure to determine the correct
amounts of lime required to ameliorate
soil acidity remains acutely
embarrassing.
The history of the root-soil interface
and its importance in plant nutrition

includes names such as Sachs, Devaux,
Comber, Leeper, and Jenny. It was
Jenny who, in his defence of contact
exchange, reminded us of the likely
significance of mucilage on the surface
of roots. Even so uncertainty prevails
and only further experiments shall
enlighten us.
Out of a sense of history one derives an
understanding one's own subject; one
derives a sense of perception and
humility - the ability to see patterns
and relationships and where your own
way of thinking or data fits or does not
fit; and, one derives a sense of vision
and of purpose for what needs to be
done and how it should be done.
Leeper had such a sense of history and
such is our sense of history in that we
acknowledge his contribution to soil
science.

FOURTH G.W. LEEPER
MEMORIAL LECTU
The fourth G.W. Leeper Memorial
Lecture will be given by Dr John
Passioura, CSIRO Division of Plant
Industry, at 5 pm on Friday, 24
November 1995 in the Kimpton
Theatre, Faculty of Agriculture,
Forestry and Horticulture, The

Letters to the Editor
Is Pedology Dead and Buried?
Dear Nick,
I will not be attending the 1996 National
Soils Conference. I made the decision
after receiving the circular about it in
which it is clear that a major issue will be
made of 'Is pedology dead and buried?'
The Conference will be a hostile
environment for pedologists who are
being singled out for special treatment.
As a pedologist, why should I feel as
though I am being summoned to
Melbourne to justify my area of
professional expertise? Who has decided
on this witch-hunt? Why?
If the 1996 Conference condudes that
pedology is indeed dead and buried, why
should pedologists remain members of
ASSSI? Extrapolating to the 2000
Conference, we could ask the question 'Is
soil physics dead and buried?' Other
disciplinary areas could be visited
subsequently so that by the year 2016,
ASSSI would be thoroughly cleansed. No
members. But squeaky clean!
I recommend that the program for the
1996 Conference be scrapped and revamped to include the question 'Is ASSSI
being run by a bunch of twits?' At a
serious level, however, I think ASSSI
management is out of touch with

contemporary soil science in Australia.
The program of the 1996 National Soils
Conference is manifestation of that.
Perhaps the four-year gap between
National Conferences is too long; we
need to discuss our global issues more
often. Meanwhile I am seriously
considering whether I want to remain a
member of a society that is prepared to
alienate part of its membership
(pedologists), many of whom have made,
and continue to make, a substantial
contribution to Australian soil science.
P.H. Walker
5/130 Shackleton Circuit, Mawson, ACT
2607
12 September 1995

Response to Pat Walker
Dear Pat,
The Conference Committee was
dismayed to find that the title of a
plenary paper had incensed you
sufficiently to put pen to paper on the
matter.
When the Conference Committee
formulated the program for the 1996
conference, it resolved that all plenary
papers should be presented in a
challenging and stimulating manner with
a visionary focus. At the time when the
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University of Melbourne. The
introduction will be given by Jim
Rowan. Visitors are welcome.
John Williamson
Hon. Secretary
Vic. Branch ASSSI

J a n n C o n r o y of t h e U n i v e r s i t y of
Western Sydney and the N S W
B r a n c h of ASSSI h a s s h a r e d t h e
i n a u g u r a l C.S. P i p e r P r i z e w i t h
S t a n M c L e o d of t h e C S I R O
Division of Soils a n d t h e S o u t h
A u s t r a l i a n Branch of ASSSI. T h e
C.S. P i p e r Prize is a w a r d e d to
m e m b e r s of t h e R o y a l A u s t r a l i a n
C h e m i c a l I n s t i t u t e a n d is f u n d e d
from a b e q u e s t m a d e b y C.S.
Piper. T h e a w a r d is for t h e b e s t
p u b l i s h e d original r e s e a r c h w o r k
carried o u t m a i n l y in A u s t r a l i a i n
t h e fields of either soil c h e m i s t r y
or t h e m i n e r a l n u t r i t i o n of p l a n t s .
It consists of a m e d a l a n d a n
$8,000 c a s h p r i z e , p l u s travel
e x p e n s e s u p t o $2,000 a s r e q u i r e d .

key themes were formulated, pedology
and its role in soil science was identified
as an important issue which warranted a
plenary theme. Rather than present a
dissertation on pedology, we chose to
explore, through a play on words, the
interactions between pedology and other
aspects of soil science and land
management. This is a far cry from
creating a hostile environment for
pedologists or embarking on a witch
hunt against pedologists.
The overall theme of the conference is
focussed on raising the image of soil
science in all areas of the community and
hence all sub-themes are geared towards
addressing this important issue.
The presenter of the offending plenary
address is a noted pedologist, Dr Les
Basher (NZ) who seemingly is not
threatened by the choice of title.
Furthermore, Conference Committee
Members Dr Ian Sargent and the late Mr
Nabil Badawy, who have an extensive
background in soil survey and mapping,
were not offended with the selection of
the issue, rather they took the view that
pedology is often not highlighted
adequately at such National conferences
and this plenary address would serve to
raise the profile of pedology.
Ken Peverill
Chairman
The Conference Committe

OBITUARIES
Dr Kevin Tiller
1931-1995
Kevin Tiller was born in March 1931 in
Pinnaroo, South Australia, and was
raised in the country areas of South
Australia. He graduated from the
University of Adelaide with a BSc in
Chemistry in 1952. This was followed by
a MSc from the University of Adelaide in
1957, and a PhD from Cornell University
(USA) in 1961 - an experience that he
found particularly valuable and of which
he was justly proud. His time at Cornell
also allowed him to establish contacts in
the US and elsewhere, which he
maintained and nurtured over the years.
His first appointment in 1954 was a
relatively short one as a chemist with the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company. In
1955, he took up an appointment in
CSIRO Division of Soils, the start of a 40year association with the Organisation
which he loved and served so well.
Throughout his career, he was a staunch
proponent of CSIRO and the Division of
Soils. It was at this stage, through joining
CSIRO, that he started on the long road
to become a soil scientist, a career that he
was to follow with distinction.
Kevin began work in CSIRO as a
Research Scientist, and through his
achievements, rose to the highest level of
Chief Research Scientist. As well as
having an outstanding scientific record,
Kevin served the Division in a variety of
managerial and leadership positions in
project and program management, as a
member of the Division's Management
Committee and that of the CRC for Soil
and Land Management. In all of these
roles, his opinion, advice and
commonsense were greatly valued.
He acted as a consultant and adviser to
state and federal government agencies,
dealing with a range of soil and
environmental problems. He was a
visiting professor in Germany and
delivered many keynote addresses at
symposia and conferences around the
world. He attracted distinguished
scientists from overseas to come to the
Division to work. Kevin authored or coauthored 112 journal publications and
book chapters.
Within Australia, he served the soil
science community actively and
extensively at both the state and federal
level for many years. He was National
President of the Australian Soil Science
Society from 1980-82. In 1990 Kevin was
awarded the prestigious Prescott Medal
for his contribution to Australian Soil
Science, an award of which he was
particularly proud representing, as it
does, recognition by his peers and
colleagues.

The basis for this highly successful career
rested on Kevin's outstanding ability and
contribution as a scientist. Kevin
achieved his international pre-eminence
through the study of trace elements
(particularly heavy metals) in the soil. In
the early part of his career his work
focussed on the occurrence and
behaviour of trace elements in the soil
and the factors affecting their availability
to plants in agricultural systems. His
work on zinc and cobalt laid the
foundation for future studies throughout
the world.
As early as 1971 Kevin had the foresight
to perceive that heavy metal pollution in
the environment was likely to become a
major problem, and he resolved to
change the focus of his work to address
issues of environmental contamination.
His work on lead concentrations in soils
around Port Pirie, formed the basis of
health controls that now govern
acceptable concentrations of lead in the
environment. More recently, he and his
group have worked on cadmium in soils
and crops and his contribution to
regulatory and advisory committees in
this field was regularly sought.
As a result of his work and his many
scientific publications, Kevin Tiller
became the recognised national leader in
environmental pollution by heavy
metals, and an international authority
whose opinion was frequently sought
and highly regarded.
Kevin was a friendly and sociable
person. He showed many kindnesses,
both to colleagues and comparative
strangers, such as inviting visitors to the
Division to his home at Christmas. He
was a very loyal and supportive friend, a
person in whom one could confide and
from whom one could expect and receive
sympathetic and helpful support. Those
who knew him also saw him as a warm
and compassionate person. As a
consequence of these characteristics,
many sought his advice and counsel. The
advice he gave was always clear, truthful
and sincere, and he would also help
those who sought his advice to achieve
their desired objectives. Despite attaining
well-deserved international recognition
for his considerable scientific
achievements, he was not carried away
by any inflated sense of personal
achievement; he fully and freely
acknowledged contributions and skills of
his colleagues and others.
His personal interests did not end with
science. He was an active and able
sportsman, playing football, cricket,
tennis and golf, and a mean game of
pool. He loved music and the theatre and
an evening of Bridge with friends. Kevin
travelled widely and read just as widely;
he was very interested in people and
places. He was also particularly keen on
gardening and proud of his
achievements and the products of this
labour. Interspersed amongst all of this
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was service on school councils and other
local committees, wherever and
whenever duty called.
Kevin achieved the highest levels in his
professional career, and for this he will
be long remembered; but, above all, he
will be remembered as a sincere,
dedicated and caring human being, a
valued friend and colleague, who will
continue to shine in our hearts and
minds.
To his daughters Ann, Kathy, Kirsty and
Frances and to his wife Margie, we
extend heartfelt sympathy.
Dr R.S. Swift
Chief
CSIRO Division of Soils
19 September 1995

Nabil Badawy
Nabil Badawy joined the then
Department of Agriculture in 1969 and
during a long and productive career, he
spent several years at both Horsham and
Warrnambool.
His early career at Horsham was as a soil
surveyor with the State Chemistry
Laboratory. During this time he mapped
large tracks of the Wimmera yet he
always found time to act as a resource
officer in soil science for the Horsham Ag
Team. His enthusiasm for soil science
was infectious and he was always
available to train the 'unenlightened' in
soils of the region and their agronomic
capabilities.
When the Department focussed on the
cropping potential of soils in the Western
District, Nab willingly transferred to
Warrnambool in order to use his soils
knowledge to enhance their agronomic
potential. In more recent years, these
skills were focussed on development of
sustainable agricultural systems for the
area.
In group discussions on soil science and
plant production Nab always
contributed in a constructive manner in
order to seek practical solutions to
production problems of the day and, at
field days, his desire to clamber into soil
pits and wield an auger was legendary.
His contribution to activities of the Soil
Science Society and other kindred
professional bodies is remembered by us
all.
On a personal note, Nab will be long
remembered for his eternal optimism
and wit even in trying circumstances.
His sense of humour was indomitable
and light hearted remarks were often
perforated by his renowned twinkling
chuckle.
We will all miss Nabil Badawy, knowing
him was a privilege.
Ken Peverill
29 September 1995
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Friday 11 August 1995
University of Melbourne, Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry and Horticulture
Meeting opened at 3 p m
5.1 Present
White (President), Chalk (Treasurer),
Boucher (Vic), Mulvey (NSW), Peverill
(Qld), Olsson (ACT), Sharkey (SA),
Williamson (Riverina), Uren (Ed.).
Apologies
Weatherley (WA), Weston (Sec.),
Douglas (Vice-President).
Accepted: (White)
5.2 Minutes of the 174th Meeting
These were confirmed, subject to the
insertion of item 4.3.3 under Minutes
and matters arising 'Council noted that
AGC intended to withdraw from
membership of FASTS. Council also
voted to give notice of withdrawal
from membership of AGC with effect
from the end of 1995'.
Accepted: (Mulvey, Boucher)
5.3 Matters Arising
5.3.1 Central Office Changes to the
By-laws necessary to set up a Central
Office were discussed and agreed.
Gender neutral language would be
maintained throughout. The basis of
the contract to be negotiated with AIAS
was discussed and agreed. Branch
Treasurers will continue to collect subs
for 1995-96, but the Central Office will
come into effect from 1 July 1996
(Queensland dissenting). The Federal
Treasurer will continue to collect AJSR
subs from members for 1996 only;
thereafter members will subscribe
directly to CSIRO Journals.
After 1 July 1996, members who
have paid their ASSSI subs will be
given a membership certificate which
acknowledges payment and confirms
their financial membership status. This
certificate will be reissued for each
subscription renewal.
Action: (Chalk)
5.3.2 Accreditation The most recent
discussions between White, Peverill,
Chalk and Simon Field, Executive
Officer, AIAS were reported. Some
Council members had difficulty with
the framework of the AIAS standards
within which the ASSSI Specialist
Accreditation Scheme would operate.
The President will supply further detail
to Council members and a decision will
be made at the next meeting.
Action: (White)

5.4 Correspondence
5.4.1 John Thomson, subscription rate
(deferred).
5.4.2 ASSSI Posters. Letter from
Professor Meyer reporting that 2000
posters were now available; reply from
President that 100 should be retained by
the Riverina branch and the remainder
sent to Melbourne for distribution to
branches.
Action: (Weston)
5.43 Conference on Sustainable Land
Management - Agreed that ASSSI should
be a co-sponsor of the Sustainable Land
Management conference to be organized
by the Environmental Research Institute
of the University of Wollongong in
December 19%, subject to clarification on
publicity and benefits to ASSSI members.
Sponsorship at $5,000. ERI to be asked
whether the Sustainable Land
Management conference could not be
moved to early 1997, in view of the
National Soils Conference in July 1996.
Action: (White)
5.4.4 AGC/FASTS correspondence
dealt with under item 5.2.
5.4.5 Application for research
sponsorship - Luke Hanson. Decided not
to support a one-off, ad hoc application
of this kind, but to set up a subcommittee to develop strategies for
promoting the Society and the activities
of its members (see item 5.7).
Action: (Mulvey)
5.5 National Soils Conference
( 1 - 4 July 1996)
The brochure will be printed and
distributed in August. Within-conference
tours had been finalized and pre- and
post-conference tours were being
discussed with Branch representatives.
Letters seeking sponsorship were being
prepared.
Action: (Peverill)
It was decided that Conference
Committee members should have free
registration at the National Conference;
also Office bearers on Federal Council.
Free registration for Branch proxies on
Council was also supported, but it was
decided to refer this to individual
Branches for approval. The cost of the
concessions would be met from
Conference funds.
Action: (Weston)
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5.6 Editor of Soils News report
The Editor's report was tabled.
Disappointing response from members
concerning news items, notice of
visitors, etc. Book reviews will be
published. Proxies and Branch
secretaries urged to keep u p the
supply of information.
5.7 N e w Business (40th Anniversary
of ASSSI)
5.7.1 Council agreed to produce a
Business Plan. A sub-committee of
NSW Branch members (Phil Mulvey,
Tony Koppi and Pam Hazelton) was
formed to develop strategies to
promote the Society and its role in the
profession of Soil Science, reporting
back at the next meeting.
Action: (Weston, Mulvey)
Tony Koppi had sent a message by
E-mail to the President with a
proposal to record on video some of
the successes of soil science in the past
and to give a 'snapshot' of Australian
Soil Science at the turn of the
millennium. The video ( CD-ROM)
would be excellent for teaching and
would provide good promotional
material for the Society and
profession. This proposal would be
considered by the Strategy Subcommittee.
Action: (Mulvey, White)
5.7.2 For an immediate contribution
to promotion of the Society, Council
voted: (a) to give $1,000 to each of the
seven Branches specifically to
encourage young soil scientists
(students) to attend the 1996 National
Conference. Council hopes that each
Branch will match this sum; and (b)
$3,000 to the Conference Committee
towards (i) the cost of promoting
(advertising) the Conference amongst
scientific groups (chemists, engineers,
biologists, conservationists, etc.) who
might not know about the activities of
ASSSI (ii) offering prizes at the
Conference for quality presentations
(no restrictions).
Action: (Chalk)
5.8 Secretary's Report
5.8.1 The Prescott Medal for 1995
has been awarded to Professor
Graeme Aylmore of Soil Science and
Plant Nutrition at the University of
WA. Congratulations.

5.8.2 The Publication Medal for
1995 has been awarded to Dr. Hong Jie
Di of Soil Science and Plant Nutrition
at the University of WA.
Congratulations.
5.9 Treasurer's Report
5.9.1 Thirty (30) applications for
membership were approved. Most of
these were from Victoria, Queensland
and NSW. Two transfers were
approved and nine (9) resignations
noted with regret. Forty (40)
terminations of membership were
approved of members who were two
or more years in arrears, and who had
not responded to the Federal or
Branch Treasurers. The current
membership is 824 (86.3% financial).
Associate Professor Ron McLaren,
NZSSS representative on the National
Soils Conference Committee, was
elected an Honorary Member to 4 July
1996.
Action: (Chalk, Weston)
The death of long-standing
member, Mr Nabil Badawy, was noted
with sorrow. An obituary will appear
in Soils News.
5.9.2 The statement of income and
expenditure and the balance sheet to
30 June 1995 were adopted. These will
be audited in time for the Society's
AGM on 24 November 1995.
Action: (Chalk)
The surplus of income over
expenditure for the financial year was
noted and Council resolved to use this
money to better promote the Society
and the activities of its members (see
items 5.4.2,5.4.3 and 5.7).
5.9.3 Council had been advised by
the Registrar-General's Office in
Canberra that the Society should be
reporting annually a consolidated
balance sheet for the Federal Council
and Branches. The Treasurer and
Public Officer are now seeking legal
advice on this ruling. A report will be
made to the next meeting.
Action: (Chalk)
5.9.4 The subscription rate (Federal)
for 1995-96 was set unchanged at $25.
5.10 Next meeting
The next meeting will be held on 24
November 1995,1-4 pm in the New
Committee Room, Faculty of
Agriculture, Forestry and Horticulture
at The University of Melbourne.
Lunch provided. The meeting will be
followed by the AGM at 4 pm and the
Leeper Memorial Lecture at 5 pm (Dr
J.B. Passioura).
Meeting closed at 6 pm.

;

ACT
Queensland
John Standley is bragging that the
branch now has 208 members - 42
new members in 15 months i.e 2.8 per
month. Is this a branch record?
Compare with the Victorian Branch
below.
The Ron McDonald Memorial Lecture
Tour was held for the first time this
year from 2 to the 11 of August. The
tour was sponsored by the Branch
and the DPI. The lecturer was Dr
David Dent of the University of East
Anglia who is a world expert on acid
sulphate soils, land evaluation and
land use planning. The first lecture in
the tour was held in Cairns, the next
in Townsville, then Mackay,
Rockhampton, Bundaberg, and
Brisbane. The topic at all the sites
except Brisbane was 'Acid sulphate
soils - an international perspective on
their origin, history and mangement',
while in Brisbane the topic was 'Sir,
Sir, Is there any hope? Land
evaluation and land use planning in
practice.'

NSW
Riverina Branch News
South Australia
The South Australian Branch held its
AGM in July. A talk was given by
John Williams, who with Ann
Hamblin, recently made a
presentation to the Prime Minister
and his Science and Engineering
Council on 'Soils: The Key Issues in
Sustaining the Land Resource Base'.
This was part of a submission on
'Sustaining the Agricultural Research
Base'. At the AGM, John presented an
overview of the whole submission
and then gave an overview of the
section prepared by Ann and himself.
The branch office-bearers for 1995-96
are Cliff Hignett (President), Peter
Brisbane (Vice-president), Alf Cass
(Secretary), Bernie Zarcinas
(Treasurer) with Bruce Billing, Jock
Churchman, Michael Crawford, Dean
Lanyon, Mike McLaughlin, Danni
Oliver, Mark Seeliger and Val Snow
as committee members.
Recent new faces in South Australia
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include Ian Singleton, a soil
microbiologist from Sheffield, UK, via
6 years at Dublin University. He is a
new lecturer in soil science at the
University of Adelaide and his
research interests include the
microbial degradation of xenobiotic
compounds in soil. Adolpe Zeze has
joined the department as a postdoctoral fellow. He is also a
microbiologist and comes from the
Ivory Coast via 6 years at Dijon,
France.
Kim Bryceson has come from Qld to
join the CRC for Soil and Land
Management to work on linking GIS
technologies with computer models of
soil processes (such as C or P cycling)
to provide more accessible products.
Geoff Baldock returns from Canada
shortly to take up a position at CSIRO
working on C and N dynamics.
Sally Smith has taken over from
Angus Alston as Head of the
Department of Soil Science and
Malcolm Oades continues as Acting
Dean of the Faculty of Agricultural
and Natural Resources.
For those readers who are keen
'surfers of the net', the Dept of Soil
Science in Adelaide is now on the
internet. Its location is
'http: / /www. waite.adelaide.edu.au/
Soil Science/'.
The SA branch is planning a one-day
symposium on 'Soil and Plant
Analysis: Soil Health - Your Health'
to be held on 24 November at the
Charles Hawker Centre. The day is
intended to give an overview of the
state of soil and plant analysis in
Australia and to provide information
to users of analytical data as to its
reliability and interpretation in
relation to crop performance, soil
pollution and food production.

Victorian
'Looking for Jenny in South
Gippsland' is the name of a tour of
the soils in the South Gippsland area
formed on Cretaceous, Tertiary and
Quaternary sediments. The tour
leader is to be Ian Sargeant. Anyone
interested in participating should
contact John Williamson at the

Centre for Land Protection, Bendigo
(Phone: 054 44 6777; Fax: 054 44 6721).
It looks like a great day; be in it Vies!
Dr. Aravind Surapaneni (formerly of
the Department of Soil Science,
Massey University, NZ) has joined the
Soil and Water Group at the Institute
for Sustainable Irrigated Agriculture
at Tatura as a soil physical chemist.
He will be contributing to research on
the amelioration and prevention of
soil sodicity associated with the use of
saline irrigation water on red-brown
earths under pasture.
Harold Adem is continuing to
develop soil management systems for
tomatoes a n d walnut trees using
minimum tillage and controlled
traffic.
Ashley Wheaton and Wendy Vance
(both 1994 La Trobe University
graduates) are working at the Institute
for Sustainable Irrigated Agriculture
at Tatura. Ashley is studying the
development of soil management
systems in vineyards on red-brown
earths and Wendy is studying soil
criteria to improve the prediction of
crop suitability to soils from existing
surveys. Both are undertaking
postgraduate research under the
supervision of Blair McKenzie, Judy
Tisdall and Ken Olsson. Judy Tisdall
is currently working with Blair
McKenzie on the relationship between
soil biology and soil structure while
on leave from the Institute for
Sustainable Irrigated Agriculture at
Tatura.
Tony Ellington of the Rutherglen
Research Institute has retired but
intends to remain in the locality and
to retain his interest in soil science
and the Society.

AUSTRALIAN
JOURNAL OF SOIL
RESEARCH
The Editorial Advisory Committee (R.
Lee - Chairman, J.A. Beattie, G.J.
Churchman, B.E. Clothier, R. Dalai,
D.M. Freeebairn, L. Martinelli, P.W.
Reekie, M.J. Sharkey, and N C . Uren;
apology - L. Abbott) met on
Wednesday, 26 July, 1995. Future
directions of AJSR and the implications
of the establishment of CSIRO Press
were discussed. The Managing Editor
Martin Sharkey announced his
intention to resign at some time in the
future and was duly thanked and his
work over the past six years was
acknowledged. Similarly Bob Lee's was
thanked for his efforts as Chairman,
and Dr Lyn Abbott was elected
unopposed to replace him. Jock
Churchman, David Freebairn and Bob
Lee retired and were replaced by Ron
McLaren (NZ), Bob Gilkes(WA) and
Rob Lock(Qld).
Cliff Thompson's letter (see Soils News
No. 103) was discussed and the
following replacement was accepted to
go in the AJSR Guide to Authors: 'Soil
Description and Classification
Nomenclature': Authors should base
their morphological descriptions on
either Mc Donald et al. 1990
(Australian Soil and Land Survey
Handbook) or Milne et al. 1991 (Soil
Description Handbook) in the case of
New Zealand. Owing to the
international scope of the Journal,
authors should use internationally
recognized soil classification
nomenclature such as Soil Taxonomy
or FAO Unesco as well as the most
appropriate local classification and soil
description methodology.

Since April the Branch has signed u p
15 new members i.e. 3.0 per month
which is better than Queensland!

BORON 97
Western Australia
Prescott Medal to Graham Aylmore
and Publication Medal to Hong Jie
Di. The new building to house Soil
Science and Plant Nutrition at the
University of WA is n o w being
enjoyed by the occupants.

INTERNATIONAL
SYMPOSIUM ON BORON
IN SOILS AND PLANTS
Chang Mai, Thailand
7-11 September 1997
An International Symposium to be held in
conjunction with the XHIth Plant
Nutrition Colloquium (Tokyo, 13-19
September 1997)
The Symposium will review and
discuss the behaviour and significance
of boron in plants and soils over three
days of meetings with a full day
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excursion to examine boron trials near
Chiang Mai. The formal meetings will
take the form of a series of invited
reviews on the following topics and
will be published as a book with
chapters on: the chemistry of boron,
analytical techniques for boron and
their applications to plants and soils,
reactions of boron with soils,
absorption of boron by roots, boron in
plant cell walls, boron in other cellular
functions, movement and distribution
of boron in plants, physiological
response of plants to boron, the
distribution and correction of boron
deficiency in plants, diagnosis and
prognosis of boron deficiency in plant
production, boron toxicity, boron in
human and animal nutrition
Contributed papers are invited for
presentation either orally or by poster
and will be published in a separate
volume.
Further information can be obtained
from Dr B. Rerkasem, Multiple
Cropping Center, Chang Mai
University, Chiang Mai, Thailand 502
000 or Fax: 66 53 210 000.

SORPTION OF METALS
BY EARTH MATERIALS:
aipECHANISMS, RATES.
FACTORS. AND MODELS
AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY
ANNUAL MEETING
24-28 MARCH 1996, NEW ORLEANS,
LA
CALL FOR PAPERS
The adsorption of metals and
radionuclides b y earth materials is a
very active area of international
research. The impact of recent results
on current adsorption research is
markedly diminished by their w i d e
distribution among journals,
disciplines, and countries. This
information barrier can be reduced by
bringing leading sorption scientists
from academia, Government, and
industry together in a single
symposium.
State-of-the-art adsorption issues will
be addressed at a symposium on
'Metal Adsorption and Desorption by
Earth Materials' sponsored by the
Geochemistry and the Environmental
Divisions of the American Chemical
Society. This symposium will address
important issues in sorption research
with a focus on their impact on
transferability and predictive

modeling of sorption. For example:
mechanistic information and
significance to adsorption modeling:
variation in adsorption constants
among sites on given samples,
among different sources of the same
adsorbent, and the modeling
consequences thereof; causes of
marked differences in apparent
adsorption rates among samples;
effect of controlling factors (e.g., pH,
initial metal concentration,
competing cations, adsorbent
loading, and ionic strength) on
sorption rate and capacity; effect of
adsorption rates on adsorption
constants; advantages and
disadvantages of particular modeling
approaches; and problems and
successes in applying sorption
models to field sites.
This symposium is being organised
by Everett Jenne who recently retired
from Battelle, Pacific Northwest
Laboratory. If you are interested in
presenting a paper at this
symposium, please send tentative

Brisbane, 23-27 July 1996
This is the fourth in the series of
conferences held by the American
Geophysical Union (AGU) to
encourage international cooperation
between AGU members and
members of other geophysical
societies in the western Pacific
region. The format of the conference
is similar to AGU's annual meetings.
Contributions on any topic in
geophysics are welcome, but more
in-depth discussion of issues of
regional interest is encouraged.
Hydrology Program
Papers on all topics of hydrology are
invited. In addition to the special
sessions listed below, there will be
general sessions on surface water
and climate, water and contaminant
transport in the vadose zone and
transport processes in groundwater
systems. Further information about
the program can be obtained from
the program chairs.
Special Sessions
H01 Estuarine Wetland Hydrology.
Convenors: Philip Binning and Garry
Willgoose
H02 Hydrobiochemical Processes

title(s) with authors as soon as
possible. A brief two-paragraph
description of the research would be
appreciated. If you would like to
discuss a possible submission or the
content of the symposium, please
send E-mail message or call. Dr Jenne
would appreciate suggestions of
other researchers that you think
could make a significant contribution
to this symposium.
Please send a 150 word abstract
(original on standard ACS form) and
3 copies to arrive by 1 November
1995.
Post: Highland Village #34,4203
Kennewick Avenue, Kennewick,
WA 99336, USA.
Phone: 509-735-6648
Fax: 509-783-9207 (from 8 am to 5
pm,
Pacific Coast time)
E-mail: EAJenne@aol.com

SOIL PHOSPHATE
CONFERENCE
Charles Sturt University,
Wagga Wagga
27 and 28 November 1995
The sessions are: Phosphate
Movement, Phosphate Sorption by
Plants and Fate of Phosphate in the
Soil. The conference immediately
precedes a conference on Nutrient
Determination in Fresh Waters to be
held at the same location on 29 and
30 November and 1 December.
Abstracts closed on 12 May 1995.
Papers required 20 October 1995.
Enrolments 10 November 1995.
Registration fees: Members $230 and
Non-members $300.
Further information is available from
Peter Charman or Phil Mulvey Phone (02) 99221777 and Fax (02)
9922 1010.

Phone:
+61 6 246 5948
Fax: +616 246 5965
E-mail: w.bond@cbr.soils.csiro.au
Jim Davis, US Geological Survey, 345
Middlefield Road, Menlo Park, CA
94025, U.S.A.
Phone:
+1 415 329 4484
Fax: +1415 329 4453
H04 Soil Moisture: Measurement,
E-mail:
Modelling and Scaling Convenors:
jadavis@rcamnl.wr.usgs.gov
Garry Willgoose and Andrew Western
Call for Papers: The first call for
H05 Subsurface Hydrological
papers and further details of the
Responses to Land Cover and Land
conference were published in the
Use Changes. Convenors: Makoto
AGU's weekly publication EOS on 10
Taniguchi and Hamish Cresswell
September and the final call will be
H06 Use of Natural Tracers for
published on 5 December. This
Determining Groundwater Flow.
information, together with full
Convenors: Peter Cook, Andrew Herczeg
descriptions of the special sessions, is
and Malcolm Cox
also available from the World Wide
H07 Assessment and Provision of
Web at the following address:
Environmental Flow Requirements.
http://earth.agu.org/kosmos/wpgm9
6ca.html#brisbane, or by request
Convenor: Robert Argent
from:
American Geophysical Union,
H08 Land-Surface Aspects of
1996 Western Pacific Geophysics
Continental-Scale Hydrological
Meeting, 2000 Florida Ave. N.W.,
Projects. Convenors: Alan Hall and
Washington, DC 20009, USA, fax: +1
Tony Jakeman
202 328 0566.
Program Chairs:
Deadline for Abstract Submission:
Warren Bond, CSIRO Division of
March 15,1996.
Soils, GPO Box 639, Canberra, ACT
2601, Australia.
in Riparian Zones. Convenors: Cathy
Wilson and Peter Hairsine
H03 Field Measurement of Soil
Characteristics that Determine
Chemical Transport. Convenors: Brent
Clothier, Art Warrick and Keith
Smettem
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15TH AUSTRALIAN GLAY CONFERENCE
26-28 June 1996
CSIRO Clayton Site,
Melbourne, Victoria

T h e conference is t i m e d to fit i n
w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l Conference of
t h e A u s t r a l i a n Society of Soil
Science t o b e h e l d at the T h e
U n i v e r s i t y of M e l b o u r n e from 30
J u n e t o 4 July.

T h e technical p r o g r a m of t h e
15th A u s t r a l i a n C l a y C o n f e r e n c e
focuses o n r e c e n t t r e n d s a n d
d e v e l o p m e n t s in:

E x p r e s s i o n s of interest: T h e
s e c o n d circular a n d Call for
P a p e r s will b e available in
N o v e m b e r 1995. T h o s e w h o w i s h
to o b t a i n further i n f o r m a t i o n
s h o u l d c o m p l e t e t h e E x p r e s s i o n of
Interest form.

1. C l a y science (physics,
chemistry, geology a n d
m i n e r a l o g y of clays),
2. Slime d e w a t e r i n g — C o o d e
I s l a n d silts,

S p o n s o r s h i p a n d exhibition:
Commercial sponsorships and
exhibitions a r e e n c o u r a g e d as a n
active p a r t of o u r profession. A n y
o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i s h i n g to s p o n s o r
or to p u t o n a n exhibition, p l e a s e
i n d i c a t e o n the E x p r e s s i o n of
Interest f o r m or contact D r T e u n i s
K w a k , E a r t h Sciences, La T r o b e
University, B u n d o o r a , VIC 3083.
( P h o n e : 03 9479 2647; Fax: 03 9479
1272; E-mail:
tkwak@moj ave. l a t r o b e . e d u . a u )

3. C l a y s a n d soil m e c h a n i c s ,
4. C l a y - b a s e d m a n u f a c t u r i n g ,
and
5. Zeolites, m i c r o - a n d
mesoporous solids
S u g g e s t i o n s for o t h e r topics are
still m o s t w e l c o m e a t this s t a g e .
A s is t h e c u s t o m w i t h A C M S
conferences, t h e T h u r s d a y (27
June) w i l l b e d e v o t e d to a n
e x c u r s i o n , o n this occasion t o a n
a r e a of p a r t i c u l a r interest i n t h e
A x e d a l e / F o r s t e r v i l l e r e g i o n of
C e n t r a l Victoria.

This section is intended to make sure
that we make the most of any
opportunities that visitors to Australia
provide. If this section is to prove of
any worth to both the visitor and
ourselves then it is important that the
hosts to provide the Editor of Soils
News with the information as soon as
the visit is confirmed.
Please provide the following
details:
N a m e and normal address
Area of interest
Host Institution
Dates of proposed visit
Contact name, phone and fax
numbers, and E-mail address
Dr Thomas Baumgartl, Christian
Albrechts University, Kiel, Germany
Area of interest: Soil mechanics
Host institution: Agriculture
Department, University of
Queensland
Dates: until end December 1995

Enquiries relating to the conference should be addressed to:

Contact: Bing So

Dr Terry W. Turney,

Phone: 07 3365 2859

CSIRO Division of Material Science and Technology,

E-mail:
T.Baumgartl@mailbox.uq.oz.au

Private Bag 33, Rosebank MDC,
Clayton, Victoria, 3169.

Dr Martin Carter, Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada, Research Station,
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island,
CANADA

Phone: 03 9542 2692; Fax: 03 9544 1128
E-mail: rurney@rivett.mst.csiro.au

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Area of interest: minimum tillage, soil
physical and biological properties, soil
quality.

15th Australian Clay Conference

Host institution: University of Ballarat

I am interested in attending the 15th Australian Clay Conference

Dates: 13 November 95 - 20 December
95 and again in late March/ early
April (3 weeks to be arranged)

Symposia topics (see numbered list above) of interest are:
I am interested in presenting a paper/poster in symposium numbers:
Please send details of sponsorship/exhibition

Contact: Richard MacEwan
Phone: 0530 279221

Name

Fax: 053 279240

.

E-mail: rjm@fs3.ballarat.edu.au

Organization
Dr John Gilley, USDA - ARS,
University of Nebraska, Lincoln,
Nebraska, USA.

Address
State
Phone

Postcode

Areas of Interest: Surface water
quality and soil erosion mechanics.

Fax

E-mail

.
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Host institution: Queensland
Department of Primary Industries,

Toowoomba, QLD 4350.
Dates: November 1995 - February
1996.
Contact: Rob Loch
E-mail
LochR@tbacrm001 .prose.dpi.Qld.gov.au
Dr. Albert Stein, Wageningen, The
Netherlands
Area of Interest: Spatial models
relating to soil water movement
Host Institution: Mathematics,
University of Western Australia
Dates:
Contact: Adrian Baddersley
Dr. David Dent, University of East
Anglia
Area of Interest: acid sulphate soils,
land evaluation and land use planning
Host Institution: CSIRO Division of
Soils
Dates:
Contact:
Xingmin Mu, Northwestern Instuitute
of Soil and Water Conservation,
Chinese Academy of Sciences and
Ministry of Water Conservation,
Shaaxi Province, PR China

Below are listed the titles of books
received from publishers by Professor
John Waid, the Executive Editor of Soil
Biology and Biochemistry. Anyone who
may be interested in reviewing any one
of the books should contact the editor of
Soils News as soon as possible. Each
review would be published in both Soils
News and Soil Biology and Biochemistry
and the reviewer would keep the book
for his or her personal library. If you are
interested in reviewing any of the books
listed below please contact me as soon as
possible at the address given on page 1.
Ahmed, K.M. and Reddy, Ch.R. (1993).
A Pictorial Guide to the Identification of
Seedborne Fungi of Sorghum, Pearl
Millet, Chickpea, Pigeonpea, and
Groundnut. ICRISAT. ISBN 92 9066 251 4.
Alloway, B.J. (Ed.) (1994). Heavy Metals
in Soils. 2nd Edn. Blackie Academic &
Professional.
Bacon, P.E. (Ed.) (1995). Nitrogen
Fertilization in the Environment. Marcel
Dekker, New York. ISBN 0 8247 8994 6.
Derbyshire, J.F. (Ed.) (1994). Soil
Protozoa. CAB International. 224 pp.
ISBN 0 85198 884 9.
Environmental Behaviour of Pesticides
in the Environment and Regulatory
Aspects. Proceedings of the 5th
International Workshop. European
Study Service. ISBN 2 930119 03 9.

Dates: March 1995 to March 1996
Contact: Prof David Connor or Mark
O'Connell
Phone: 03 9344 5019 or 050 941203
Fax: 053 279240 or 050 941 207
Dr Jin Fang Wang, Chinese Academy
of Sciences, Institute of Soil Science,
Nanjing, PR China
Area of interest: Soil chemistry of trace
elements
Host institution: School of
Agriculture, La Trobe University
Dates: 13 October 1995 to March 1996
Contact: Nick Uren
Phone: 03 9479 2189
Fax: 03 9471 0224
E-mail: N.Uren@latrobe.edu.au

Heathwaite, A.L. and Gottlich Kh. (Eds)
(1993). Mires - Process, Exploitation and
Conservation. John Wiley & Sons. ISBN
0471933538.
Klusman, R.W. (1993). Soil Gas and
Related Methods for Natural Resource
Exploration. John Wiley & Sons. ISBN 0
471 93892 0.
Lockeretz, W. and Anderson, M.D.
(1993). Agricultural Research
Alternatives. University of Nebraska
Press. ISBN 0 8032 29011.
Panikov, N.S. (1995). Microbial Growth
Kinetics. Chapman & Hall. ISBN 0 412
56630 3.
Ross, S.M. (Ed.) (1994). Toxic Metals in
Soil-Plant Systems. John Wiley & Sons. 0
471 94279 0.
Ure, A.M. and Davidson, C M . (Eds)
(1995). Chemical Speciation in The
Environment. Blackie Academic &
Professional. ISBN 0 7514 00211.
Wolt, J.D. (1994). Soil Solution
Chemistry: Applications to
Environmental Science and
Agriculture. 345 pp. John
Wiley & Sons. $AUS 110.75.

HT OR RECEIV
OR REVIEWED

Area of interest: Crop/pasture ecology
and water use.
Host institution: University of
Melbourne and Agriculture Victoria
(Mallee Research Station)

Head, K.H. (1994). Manual of Soil
Laboratory Testing. Volume 2 Permeability, shear stress and
compressibility tests. 2nd Edn. Pentech
Press, London. ISBN 0 7273 1319 3.

Tan, K.H. (1994). Environmental Soil
Science. Marcel Dekker Inc., New York.
304 pp. $US65. Reviewed by Anthony
Weatherley (The University of
Melbourne).
With the title 'Environmental Soil
Science' a discerning reader might
expect a monograph concerned with
issues such as soil acidification,
contamination or degradation - not so.
This book is an abridged soil science
text with environmental issues tacked
on. The text is supposedly aimed at
'Upper level undergraduate and
graduate students taking courses in
environmental soil science, soil
chemistry, forest resources and ecology'
however its treatment of issues such as
the nitrogen cycle are brief (too little for
those with no soils background) and too
simplistic for graduate students. This is
partly due to the attempt to cover too
many topics within soil science and
beyond (soil fauna to ozone depletion!).
The grammatical expression, labelling
of tables and figures, referencing and
figure reproduction in this book are
poor (despite inclusion of a rather
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confusing picture of the reproductive
organs of a rootknot nematode!). The
inclusion of anecdotal information (e.g.
the derivation of the word 'dolomite')
tends to make the book an interesting
read, however I cannot help but
conclude that this book was rushed out
to fill a perceived market niche. If you
are looking for a text in this area, I
suggest your dollar would be better
spent on 'McBride - Environmental
Chemistry of Soils'.
Tan, K.H. (1995). Soil Sampling,
Preparation, and Analysis. Marcel
Dekker Inc., New York. 432 pp. $US
99.75. ISBN 0 8247 9675 6
Gershuny, G. and Smillie, J. (1995). The
Soul of Soil: A Guide to Ecological Soil
Management. 3rd Edn. 158 pp. agAccess.
$US16.95. Enquiries: agAccess, PO Box
2008, Davis, CA 95616.
Naidu, R., Rengasamy, P. and Sumner,
M.E. (Eds) (1995). Australian Sodic Soils
- Distribution, Properties and
Management. CSIRO. 351 pp.
$Ausl20.00 Further information
available from CSIRO Publication Sales
- Freecall 1800 645 051 within Australia.

ON BORROWED TIME
THE POTTER FARM PLAN IN ACTION
In 1984 Professor Carrick Chambers challenged the corporate sector of Australian industry to become more involved in rural
Australia to ensure we could continue to farm without destroying the environment. The vision of having farmers involved in
making informed decisions on how they manage their land was well before the birth of land care and ecologically sustainable
development.
Patricia Feilman championed the call within the Potter Foundation leading to a three-year $750,000 program on whole farm
planning. Fifteen farms in the Hamilton region of Western Victoria were chosen to develop a program of whole farm plans. The
plans were innovative in that the farmers made the decisions using available techniques to develop a conservation strategy
within their production management plan.
The project was a major success and people today regularly visit the farms of the Potter Farmland Plant to observe the outcome
of the strategies implemented ten years ago.
To facilitate widespread use of the ideas and concepts, a professional video was produced in 1990 narrated by Neil Inall. There
are eight sessions of about 20 minutes each over two videos. The video also covers farming practices in other States of
Australia. A 52 page publication provides further details of the practices in the video. The eight segments are:
1. The origin,
2. Farmland - tough land to manage,
3. Planning a View Farm Layout - a fresh look at the land,
4. Access and water strategy - movement around the farm,
5. Natural vegetation - trees, shrubs and grasses,
6. Pasture and crop production,
7. Farm planning practice throughout Australia - looking to the future, and
8. Implementation - steps in the right direction.
The video is an ideal education or training aid for practitioners, teachers, and consultants. The price has been decreased to $80
and there is a special introductory offer to members of the Australian Society of Soil Science of $60 (see advertisement in this
edition)
Brian Whelan
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Soil Testing Supplies
163 Peachey Rd, Davoren Park 5113,
(08)254 6336
Soil Sampler
A 50mm diameter Auger with a handle
made to suit individual requirements.
Price on request. (Conventional 1.2m x
50mm auger $100)
Tanner sampler kit - $650
Comprises: Sample Guide, Plunger and
soft hammer, 25 sample rings 75mm
OD x 50mm with watertight lids.
Micro tensiometer cups - $1 / 10mm
(min 50mm length)
High flow rate cups 4mm diam, air
entry value 70kPa. Lengths of 4mm
ceramic tube. Ask about our
tensiometer design which can be
installed to 1.5m depth in minutes,
without trenching!
Eden mix type #2 - $25/ 5kg
For construction of tension plates with
air entry value to 9kPa. (instructions
on request.). Also invaluable as a
tension plate contact material.
Eden mix type #3 - $30/5kg
Synthetic soil material for experimental
and instrument calibration purposes.
Remains friable to 0.4cc/cc water
content and packs to consistent
density. (Instructions on request.)
Class A evaporation pan - $300
Protective bird cover for Class A pan
(standard design) $200.
Permeameter rings - set of 3 $500 or
$180 each
3 Stainless steel rings 200mm height by
510mm, 500mm, 490mm OD for easy
storage, (other sizes on request). Why
use disc permeameter costing $800+ for
saturated infiltrometer tests when our
rings are cheaper and the bigger
diameter makes one of our tests equal
to six disc permeameter tests in terms
of obtaining acceptable field averages?
Water height measured by oblique
ruler method. Ruler with bubble level
set at 10:1 ratio included in the price.
Saran resin - $60/2.5kg
Glass beads - $25 /5kg
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1995
3 November Looking for Jenny in
South Gippsland
ASSSI Vic. Branch Tour
John Williamson
Tel: 054 446 777
Fax: 054 446 721
24 November
Annual General Meeting
4 pm, Kimpton Lecture Theatre
Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry and
Horticulture
University of Melbourne
24 November
Fourth G. W. Leeper Memorial
Lecture
5 pm. Kimpton Lecture Theatre
Faculty of Agriculture, Forestry and
Horticulture
University of Melbourne
27-28 November
First National Soil Phosphate
Conference
Conference Centre, Charles Sturt
University, Wagga Wagga, NSW
Phil Mulvey or Peter Charman
Phone: (02) 922 1777
Fax: (02) 922 1010
4-7 December
Soils and the New Zealand
Environment Pollution and
Remediation
University of Waikato, Hamilton, NZ
Malcolm McLeod
Phone: 07 838 4441
Fax: 07 838 4442
E-mail:
MCLEODM@LANDCARE.CRI.NZ
1996
29 January - 2 February
8th Australian Agronomy Conference
University of Southern Queensland,
Toowoomba
Meetings and Events, PO Box 282,
Darling Heights, 4350

Phone: (076) 312 581
Fax: (076) 355 550
E-mail: Toohey@usq.edu.au
18-23 February
Contaminants in the Soil
Environment in the Australasia
Pacific Region
Adelaide, SA
Abstracts due June 30th 1995
Conference Secretariat
Phone/Fax: +61 8 346 2394
4-6 March
Biogeochemistry of Wetlands
The Monteleone, New Orleans,
Louisianna, USA
Mrs Ken Gros
Phone: 504 388 8810
Fax: 504 388 6423
E-mail: cowgro@lsuvm.sncc.lsu.edu
17-24 March
IVth International Symposium on
Plant-Soil Interactions at Low pH
Belo Horizonte, Minas Gerais, Brazil
Symposium Manager
Phone: 55-31-241-2096
Fax: 55-31-241-2827
E-mail: lowphsym@cnpms.embrapa.br

Victoria
Dr Terry W. Turney,
Phone: 03 9542 2692
Fax: 03 9544 1128
E-mail: turney@rivett.mst.csiro.au
30 June - 4 July
Joint Conference of the Australian
and New Zealand Societies of Soil
Science
The University of Melbourne, Parkville
Dr K. Peverill
Phone: (03) 651 2283
Fax: (03) 651 4772
14-18 July
International Symposium on
Environmental Chemistry and
Toxicology
Sydney
Ngarita Bishop
Phone: 02 357 2600
Fax: 02 357 2950
14-18 July
5th International Society of Root
Research Symposium
Clemson University, Clemson, South
Carolina, USA
Dr James E. Box Jr.
Phone: 00111 706 769 5631
Fax: 00111 706 769 8962
E-mail: rootconf@uga.cc.uga.edu

24-28 March
Sorption of Metals by Earth Materials:
Mechanisms, Rates, Factors and
Models
American Chemical Society
New Orleans
E.A. Jenne
Phone: 509-735-6648
Fax: 509-783-9207
E-mail® EAJenne@aol.com;

21-26 July
XII International Colloquium on Soil
Zoology
University College Dublin
Dr T. Bolger, Dept Zoology, University
College Dublin, Belfield, Dublin 4 ,
Ireland

25-29 March
National Workshop on Rehabilitation
and Productive Use of Saline Lands
Albany, WA
Promaco Conventions
Phone: +61 9 364 8311
Fax: + 61 9 316 1453
E-mail: promaco@cleo.murdoch.edu.au

23-27 July
1996 Western Pacific Geophysics
Meeting
Brisbane
Warren Bond
Phone: 06-246-5948
Fax: 06-246-5965
Email: w.bond@cbr.soils.csiro.au

Late March/Early April
Soil Quality Workshop
University of Ballarat
Paul Ryan
Phone: (053) 279223
Fax:(053)279240
Email: pryan@fs3.ballarat.edu.au

9-14 September
Role of Humic Substances in the
Ecosystem and Environmental
Protection
Agricultural University, Wroclaw,
Poland
Phone: +48(71)205632
Fax: +48(71)224849
E-mail: ihss@ozi.ar.wroc.pl

June
Soil Structure - Physical Processes
and Functions in Ecosystems
Kiel, Germany
Prof. Dr. R. Horn
Phone: +49 431 880 3190
Fax: +49 431 880 2940
26-28 June
15th Australian Clay Conference
CSIRO Clayton Site, Melbourne,

22-27 September
Eleventh Australian Nitrogen Fixation
Conference
University of WA, Perth
Murray Unkovich
Fax: 09 3801140
E-mail: asnf@cyllene.uwa.edu.au
1-4 October
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Second Australian Conference on
Agricultural Meteorology
University of Queensland
Joyce Walker
Continuing Education
University of Queensland
St. Lucia, QLD, 4072
11-17 November
International Symposium on
Maximising Sustainable Rice Yields
Through Improved Soil and
Environmental Management
Khon Kaen, Northeast Thailand
Prof. S. Vacharotayan
Department of Soils, Faculty of
Agriculture
Kasetsart University, Bangkok 10903
Thailand
1997
5-22 July
RACI 14th Analytical Chemistry
Division Conference
Adelaide
Paul Lindon
Phone: 08 226 6414
Fax: 08 226 6316
E-mail: pwl@hcl.health.sa.gov.au
22 July -4 August
XTVth ISTRO Conference
Lublin, Poland
Dr Jerzy Rejman
Phone: +48 81 45061
Fax: +48 81 45067
7-22 September
International Symposium on Boron in
Soils and Plants
Chiang Mai University, Thailand
Dr B. Rerkasem
Chiang Mai University, Thailand
Fax: 66 53 210 000
Or Dr. Richard Bell
Murdoch University
Fax: 09 310 4997
23-29 September
13th Plant Nutrition Colloquium
Tokyo, Japan
Dr Hiroaki Hayashi
Phone: +81 3 3812 2111 ext 5105
Fax: +81 3 5689 7226
E-mail: hiroh@tansei.cc.u-tokyo.ac.jp
1998
20-26 August
16th World Congress of Soil Science
Montpelier, France
Congress Secretariat
Phone: +33 6704 7538
Fax: +33 6704 7549
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