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SSA NSW Soil Consultants Award Application Form (2026)

Please complete the application cover sheet below and submit with your application to  NSW.secretary@soilscienceaustralia.org.au 

It is the responsibility of the person submitting the application to confirm receipt of the application with the NSW Secretary.

Nominations are confidential to the SSA NSW Awarding Committee


SSA NSW Soil Consultants Award 

For the purposes of this award, a soil science consultant is an individual working in private enterprise who applies soil science to deliver services or advice to clients. The award recognises the individual’s contribution and is intended to highlight excellence in applied soil science practice outside of academic or government contexts.

The SSA NSW Soil Consultants Award recognises an outstanding project or portfolio of work undertaken by a practicing soil consultant in NSW. This award is not intended as a lifetime or career achievement award; rather, it highlights a single exceptional project or body of work (which may span several years) that demonstrates excellence in applied soil science and delivers tangible outcomes for clients, industry, or the community.

· This award recognises significant contributions to soil science and the community by a practicing soil consultant in NSW
· Nominees must be currently employed as a consultant and be an SSA NSW Branch member for the current and previous year.
· Nominations should relate to work carried out within the previous 5 calendar years. 
· Nominations for the Award shall be accompanied by a case in support of the candidate
· Self-nomination is encouraged, and all nominations must include a nominator and seconder who are financial members of SSA

[bookmark: _Hlk152791584][bookmark: _Hlk107427206][bookmark: _Hlk133494600]
Section A:  Nominee details 

Title:                                      Full name:  

Position and consultancy company/organisation name: 

Address:      

Email:                                                                                              SSA Membership No:










Section B:  Nominator details (if different to above and not required for self-nominations)
[bookmark: _Hlk107427321]
Title:                                      Full name:  

Address:      

Email:                                                                                              SSA Membership No:


Section C:  Seconder details (required for all applications)
[bookmark: _Hlk107427511]
Title:                                      Full name:  

Address:      

Email:                                                                                              SSA Membership No:


☐ I/We confirm that I have authority to submit this content and that all necessary permissions have been obtained

Nominee signature:__________________

All materials submitted for assessment must be cleared by the applicant(s) for internal use by the Award Committee. Nominee applications and provided attachments will be treated as commercial-in-confidence and will not be shared outside the Committee.


Section D:  Submission Requirements
Each nomination must include the following three components:
1. Impact Statement (Limit 1 page – Confidential)
A structured statement that addresses all five selection criteria. Applicants are encouraged to keep responses concise and highlight the aspects of their project that best demonstrate excellence and impact. Attachments should be included to provide additional details. These can be referenced within the Impact Statement to support specific criteria for the review panel.
Selection Criteria
Scientific Rigour and Innovation
Demonstrates the application of soil science principles in a methodologically sound, technically robust, and/or innovative way. This may include novel approaches, unique methodologies, or adapting soil science techniques to new contexts.
Practical Impact
Evidence that the work resulted in measurable improvements to land management, environmental performance, or decision-making by clients or stakeholders. This may include regulatory acceptance, efficiency gains, avoided costs, or tangible benefits to end-users.
Contribution to Soil Science Knowledge
Development or application of new tools, interpretations, frameworks, or synthesis that extend professional understanding or best practice in soil science.
Communication, Education and Extension
Demonstrated ability to communicate soil science effectively to clients, landholders, industry, or the public. This includes producing outputs that are clear, actionable, and accessible for non-specialist audiences, as well as contributing to capacity-building through training, workshops, or extension activities.

Leadership, Mentorship and Stakeholder Engagement
Demonstrated leadership in soil consultancy, including collaboration with clients or industry partners, and supporting the growth of others through mentoring, guidance, or professional development. This applies equally to those in sole practice and those leading teams.

2. Project Overview (Limit 1 page – Public)
A concise technical overview of the project or portfolio of work, clearly showing how soil science was applied. Nominees’ submissions will remain confidential. For Award recipients this document will be used to promote the recipient and the award and must be suitable for public dissemination.

3. Attachments (Confidential)
Supporting documents (e.g. technical reports, case studies, communication materials, training resources). Applicants may include multiple documents where needed to fully illustrate the project. These documents will be treated as commercial-in-confidence.
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